ELMER AMES HUNTSMAN
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" An autobiography of Elmer Ames Huntsman, written by my
own hand according to the best of my recollection.”

| was born 9th of April, 1870 a Wdlsville,
Cache County, Utah. | am the son of Isaiah



Huntsman and Rebecca Carter Ames. In 1872
we moved to Fillmore, Millard County, Utah, at
the age of four. When | was five years old we
moved to Annabdla, Sevier County, Utah, in
1874. Therel spent nine years of my childhood
life. During these years | secured avery meager
education. | never attended a free school in my
life. We had to pay atuition to attend school at
that time as there were no free schools.

My father passed away in 1877, leaving mother
withfour childrento support and in those pioneer
days we had ahard struggle for existence. | was
seven years old at the time of my father's death.
My father's father was buried in Fllmore and my
father requested that he also be buried there by
the Sde of hisfather, James Huntsman.

My father's trade was blacksmith. He aso
played the viodlin and played for dances. Hewas
a very fathful member of the Church of Jesus
Chrigt of Latter-Day Saints and would aways
answer the call from the Church Authorities to
move to new places. My mother carded the
wool, spun theyarn, wove the cloth onaloomto
make our clothes.

When we moved to Annabdlain thefal of 1874
the Indians were plentiful in those days and we
used to be very scared of them. | can remember
them very well. | remember one old buck that
came begging. Mother had some dried corn
cooked for dinner. She gave him a bowlful and
gave him aspoon. Heatetill hewasfull and then
he would roll on his somach a while then eat
agan. Mother wasafraid hewould run for camp
and take her bowl and spoon with him. The
Indians were covered with lice and sometimeswe
would get adose of lice from them.

In 1881, after my father's death, my mother went

to work for her son-in-law, Danie Ddton who
had a contract building ralroads in Sdina
Canyon. | know what it is to be raised in

poverty.

While we were living in Annabdlla, | worked
during the summer herding cows. Whileengaged
inthiswork | had thefirst direct answer to prayer
| can remember. My cows became unruly and |
was unable to handle them and there was afield
of grain that they were determined to get into. |
knew if they got into the grain there would be
damage hill to pay. There was ariver close by
where | was herding the cows and they would
crossover and by thetime | would get them back
and | would cross, the cowswould be back over
on the other sde. | put forth al my energy to
handle them, but they seemed to be gaining
ground, so | dropped onto my knees and asked
the Lord to help me, just afew child words, but
withfaith, and the cows changed their mindsand
| had no more trouble with them that day.

| was baptized in the summer of 1878, in the
Sevier River by Elder Acy Holley.

We moved to Cainsville, Piute County, Utah in
thefdl of 1883. Piute County was divided later
and Cainsville was in the new county which was
caled Wayne County. Herewe started to make
aliving, but the County being newly sttled, there
were no schools, but aSunday School was soon
organized and we served the Lord in private
homesin thewinter and inthe summer monthswe
built boweries for worship and used tents. | was
ordained to the office of Deacon and served the
people by sweeping the bowery and by keeping
fresh bows on the same to keep it cool as the
summer days were very warm in that sunny
cimate. When we firs sdttled this county we
built our houses out of cottonwood logs and put



dirt roofs on them. We had no floors or doorsin
them because lumber was not to be had. But we
lived comfortable in them as the winters were
mild. During the first winter of these houses the
green sprouts would grow al over thewadls. On
the inside of the wals they would grow from one
foot to eighteen inches long. Then they would
wither up in the spring and gtart to grow from the
outsde until the hot sun would kill them. Later
years as lumber was brought into the valey, we
were able to have floors and doors on our
houses. The people were united and no rich, but
al poor asfar as money was concerned, but rich

in goirit.

We used to dancein the bowery on thedirt floor,
but when the people got floorsin ther homes, if
we wanted to dance we would get permission
from someone to remove their furniture and
would have agood time. 1t would not take long,
asthe furniture did not congst of many piecesin
those days. We had no rugs to move. Many a
time | have danced bare footed. While | was a
child I went bare footed most of the time. My
feet became caloused and greasewood would
form as soles on my feet as | waked over the
greasewood bows. Many of the stickers would
break off before any pain was fet, but many of
them went through the "greasewood soles' and
caused greet pain.

Here is where | received another answer to
prayer. | had been without shoesfor along time.
While traveling through the greasewood | was
impressed to pray. | had been having great pan
from the gtickers going through my "soles’, o |
kndt down in the brush and in smple words
asked the Lord for apair of shoes. | got up and
had not gone far when | met George Rust who
asked meif | wantedajob. | said, "Y es, you bet
| do." Hesad if | would work for him a few

days he would give me adollar aday. | worked
gx daysand got apair of shoesfor mysdf and a
par for my brother Jm and some groceries for
my mother. Those days aman would be glad to
work for that wage, so you can see my faith was
strengthened in prayer.

Later on we built alog school house, but | never
attended school. In time we had a Ward
organized with Henry Giles as Bishop. He
served the people wel and was loved by
everyone. Inthe spring of 1885 | went to work
for a man by the name of Henry Lords. | did
farm work for him about two monthsat thistime.
Bishop Giles came and had a tak with me and
showed methat it was not agood placefor meto
work. He said he would like to get me away
from there and that | would never get my pay.
He offered me the same price, $12.00 per
month, if | would come and work for him. |
accepted his offer and have thanked him ever
sgncefor | found out he was right and | never did
get my pay. | worked for Bishop Giles | bought
my firg suit of store clothes. Bishop Gileswasa
sheep-man and when he went on atrip onetime,
| asked him to buy me a suit of store clothes,
which hedid.

In March of 1886 | took ajob of herding sheep
from a man by the name of Henry Butterfidd.
This was another good man. He taught me
honesty. The sheep busnessisabusinessthat is
easy to get dishonest in. My wageswere $15.00
per month. | worked for thisman for threeyears,
only taking ashort layoff to go home. Henry, as
| cled him ashewasonly three years older than
| was, would never et hismark be put on astray
sheep that chanced to get in his herd or never
would dlow oneto be killed for mutton.

During thetime| worked for thisman, my mother



married a man by the name of William Clark.
We moved to Teasdde Ward. My mother did
not live very long with Mr. Clark as he did
nothing toward her support and with the children
to carefor she had al she could support, so they
Separated.

While | was staying with my mother inthisWard
| pad my firdg tithing. And that was not an easy
task, but | saw the other boys of my association
paying tithing and the Bishop got after mein a
kind fatherly way and | consented to pay some.
During this time of my life | had saved some of
my money and had invested in cows and heifers.
So | had one old cow that | did not think would
winter through, so | took her up to the Bishop,
George Coleman. Brother Coleman looked at
the cow and then at me and said, "Elmer, that
cow will not live until Spring. Have yougot nine
morelikeher?' | felt ashamed and nobody could
tell just how | fdlt, but | could see there was one
way out of it. Sol sad, "l haveayear old heffer.
| will bring her up." So | did, but you don't know
how | hated to see that fine heifer go. She was
the pride of my herd, but shewent and | wasable
to get my credit. Now comesthe greatest lesson
that winter. | had sixteen head of cattle in my
herd. That winter ten of my best cowslaid down
and died and | was unable to know the cause.
They had plenty of hay. | made this remark, "If
that istheway the Lord blessesmefor paying my
tithes | have paid my last." So it was for along
time, but when | paid my tithing again it was with
abetter undergtanding. Thefirst| paid wasto be
seen of man and men had seen me and they knew
of my paying it and | had my reward and | was
not entitled to any further blessing.

The Home of EImer A. Huntsmanin CainsvilleUt. Evon
W. Huntsman and Oreta Huntsman were born there.

In the fal of 1889 when | quit work | took my
money and bought cows and went to Cainsville
and located a ranch and went to work building
candsto get water on my ranch, but it was uphill
business.

June 10, 1891 | married Augusta Ann Norton,
daughter of Issac Norton and Sarah Jane
Cummings We were married at her father's
home by Bishop Henry Giles and we started out
together to battle life. On March 12, 1892 a
baby boy gladdened our home. Wegavehimthe
name of Evon Wedey. He was born in
Cainsville, Wayne County, Utah.

| was forced to leave home from time to time to
seek employment and left my wife and baby
alone. OnMay 1, 1894 | took ajob of herding
sheep for John R. Stewart for $20.00 per month.
About the middle of June, | finished my job and
returned home. After my expenses were paid |
had a $20.00 gold piece, thefirst | had seen for
many days. While | was away from home my
wife ran asmadl hill to the grocery store owned
by Agnes Carrol. When | took the twenty over
to pay thebill shewas unableto makethe change



asmoney was scarceto everyone, so | leftit with
her and drew it out in the things we needed.

L.D.S.Churchin Cainsville, Utah, wherethe Huntsman,
and Norton families attended.

On 16 Jan., 1895 at Cainsville, Wayne County,
a baby girl came to gladden our hearts. We
named her Oreta. There was no roof on the
house where Oretawas born, so | took awagon
top and placed it on the roof over the bed to
keep the rain off Augusta while the baby was
born.

Bishop Giles met with anaccident and broke his
leg. For thelack of proper surgica help, hedied
from the cause. After his death the Ward was
divided and Walter E. Hanks was chosen and
sustained as Bishop of CainsvilleWard. Herewe
took a new life and a town was laid out and
people built on the townsite and got closer
together and a reformation took hold of the
people and thosethat had not been to the Temple
began to see the necessity of it. In the fdl of
1895, Nov. 20th, | took my family and went to
the Manti Temple and had our Temple work
done and our children sedled to us.

Because of high floods we were forced to
abandon our home. It was too expensive to
keep up thecand. Inthefdl of 1896 we moved
to Annabella, Sevier County and bought avacant
lot and built ahouse. While living here, another
girl was added to our family. She was born on
26 April, 1897. We gave her the name of
Leona. Before my wife was out of bed with this
baby, | was forced to leave my family and seek
employment. | worked this summer in the timber
meking railroad ties, returning to my family in the
fal. Our baby Leonawastakenill and on Sept.
4, 1897 she died. Thiswasthefirs gloomy spell
of our marriage, but we put our trust in the Lord
and he gave us comfort.

The fore part of the winter | worked in the
canyon getting out piling for railroad bridges. The
man | was working for went brokeand | lost my
wages.

On Nov. 20, 1898 a baby boy was born to us.
We gave him the name of Vernard. About this
time | was chosen 1st Assistant in the Sunday
School. | wasdso 1st Assigant inthe YM-MIA
and labored as a Ward Teacher.

InFeb., 1899 | went to Wyoming to work onthe
railroad. | worked on the Evanston Cutoff. We
were shipped out to the work from Ogden. This
was the first time | had been out of the State of
Utah. When we reached our labor we found
things quite different to what it had been
represented and we had to lay around for along
time before we could get to work. The snow
was so deep in the mountains that we could not
trail back, so we had to stay and make the best
of it until the snow melted so we could get over
the pass. While in this company | had the first
opportunity of preaching the gospd to one that
had never seen a Mormon. The camp was



mostly Eastern people and many had never seen
a Mormon. While we were laying around, |
volunteered to accompany a man on a hike and
we | eft about eight o'clock inthe morning and our
whole time was spent in gospe conversation.
The only name he would give himsdf was Wild
Bill. We got s0 interested, we got so far from
canp that we did not get back until after
midnight. He seemed to be so interested that he
pulled the gospel message out of me. He had
many questions to ask and it was a pleasure to
answer them. He told me he had never seen a
Mormon and dl he knew was what he had read
in Anti-Mormon literature. | was thankful | had
a little knowledge of the gospd so | could give
him what he wanted.

About thefirgt of April we started homeward and
followed the Old Mormon Traill. Mogt of the
way the trail was very plain. In many places
about as wide as an ordinary street without any
vegetation in it, while on each sde would be
sagebrush.  When traveing this trail one could
imagine some of the trias and hardships those
people went through and there seemed to be a
halowed feding come over one at the thought of
those days. We came down Echo Canyontothe
Weber River, then up the Weber River and down
Provo Canyon. When we came out on the
Provo Bench and saw the green fields and the
fruit trees out in full bloom | could sing from the
bottom of my heart. UTAH, the Queen of the
West!

When | passed through Springville | got a
contract from Mendenhal for one thousand
mining props and went to work getting them out.
| filled my contract, then took a job herding
sheep for Samue M. Davis of Springville for
$40.00 per month. Davis had bought the sheep
in Colorado and shipped them to Sunnyside and

unloaded. He was unable to get on the
Resarvation and trailed adong the Strawberry
Ridge. Then he decided to go to Idaho. We
trailed onthisridge to St. Anthony, Idaho. Here
we left him and returned to my family for | had
been away from them for severd months, the
longest time | had been away since we were
married. Beforeleaving, Davismademe promise
| would come to Idaho and work for him. When
| got home | sold my team and fixed my family
for winter. | left for St. Anthony, Idaho Dec.,
1900 and spent the winter feeding sheep. |
returned April, 1901. | went to Vaca and
sheared sheep, then to Price and sheared sheep
for a while then went to lamb a herd for John
Giles in June. | got a job a a saw mill as
engineer. The man asked meif | could engineer
and | said"Yes', but | had never doneit before.
| left for home duly 12th. | tried to ride abicycle
over the Scaffold Mountains, but it was very
rough and walking was a hard task, so | had to
push the bicycle adl the way. The bicycle was

part of my wages.

On July 24th, 1901 a boy was born to us. We
named him Eime Ddos. He was born at
Annabdla, Sevier, Utah.

The summer of 1902 | rented afarm from Joseph
Fairbanks and farmed. This summer | had the
first attack of Appendicitis. From thenon, | was
uncble to do hard work. In the fal | went to
Cadle Gates to get employment, but could not
gand the work and soon returned home. This
winter my wife's brother, William Norton and his
family cameto spend Christmas Holidayswith us
and on thistrip got exposed to Smdl Pox. On
Jan. 1, 1903 we were quarantined for Small Pox.
We were under quarantine until March 15th. |
then left for Sunnysideto work. | got ajob and
worked for eight days and the work shut down.



| came home and spent the rest of the summer at
odd jobs.

On 7th Sept., 1903 we had another girl added to
our number and we gave her the name of Delta.
Shewas born at Annabella, Sevier Co., Utah.

| spent the winter of 1903-1904 with my brother
Will furnishing music for dances, but being tired
of hunting employment dl thetime | made up my
mind to seek new country for a home. So on
Feb. 1, 1904 | and my brother Will started with
our musca instruments, making dances as we
went to get money to pay our expenses. Our
way of travel wasaone horsebuggy. Wehad a
dance a Burvillein Grass Vdley. Fromthereto
Loain Rabbit Valey and had a dance, then we
went over the pass to Hoggan's Ranch and onto
Emery in Castle Vdley and had a dance. We
wernt to Ferran where we had a brother living,
Edson Huntsman, of whom we had not seen for
many years. We stayed afew dayswith him and
gave adancethere beforeweleft. Thenwewent
to Castle Dde, the County Seat of Emery County
and had adance there. We did better there than
any of the previous places. We went from here
to Huntington where one of my wifé's brothers
lived, Benjamin Isaac Norton. We stayed herea
few days and gave a dance then went on to
Wedlington. Here we laid off a few days and
vidted with Will Norton, abrother of my wife.

We went from here to Sunnyside hoping to get
employment. Wewere successful in getting work
and boarded with Arch Young, a man | had
known for years. | went to digging cod and my
brother went to work in the coke ovens. | sent
money hometo my wife and had her come out to
where | was s0 | could be with my family. |
hadn't worked only a few days until the heavy
work brought on another attack of gppendicitis

and | had to cdl a doctor, the first doctor | had
ever had in my family, Dr. Dowd of Sunnyside.
He pronounced it gppendicitisand gave me good
care.

On March 13, 1904 my wife and children
reached me at Sunnyside and found me in bed
very ill. The doctor would not let me have
anything to eat for twelve days and | got up and
around. | went to the doctor's office to see him.
| asked him if he thought | was dright. Here he
gave me some good advice. Dr. Dowd said to
me, "If | were you, knowing what | know, |
would go to be operated on, but nine out of ten
won'tdoit." Hesad,"Youareingood condition
now for an operation, but if you put it off you
may have another attack and you might not bein
agood condition." But | sad, "l will be like the
nine" So | rented a house, got a few things to
keep house with and moved my family in and
went to work again in the coa mines.

Those who dig coad work partners. They get
what is caled a room and load their cars and
each one checks every other car. So | went to
work with Archy Y oung again. Hewould not let
me work that day. He said for me to lay off and
he would do thework and check every other car
tome. Thefollowing day | told him | could not
gand for him to do the work and meto draw the
pay, so | went to work feeling good as| ever did.
About 10 o'clock | felt the attack coming on
agan. | sadto Archy, "It'snouse. | will haveto
gve up." | could not leave the mine before
twelve so | laid down to rest, then | began to
think of what Dr. Dowd said and wondered what
would be the outcome of it dl. | waked home
and sent for the doctor. When he came | could
see he did not have much encouragement for me.
He sad, "My boy, youmust goto Sdt Lakeand
be operated on." But fill | hestated. | felt sureif



| went to the hospita it would be sure death to
me. Each trip the doctor made, he encouraged
meto go. He would ask me each time he came
if 1 had felt a severe pain go down my right leg
into my hed.

Onthe9th of April wasmy birthday and some of
my wifes folks came to see me and brought me
ahbirthday cake, but | was unableto shareit with
them. | watched the folks devour my cake
before my eyeswhile | looked on. | laid awake
the rest of the night thinking what would be for
the best. | thought about my condition. | was
uncble to hdp my family. | wasmoreaburdento
them than a help. | thought if 1 went to the
hospitd it would soon be over and the operation
would be a pleasure to what | had been suffering
for the past three years and | would soon be out
of my misery. My family could go home, asl had
anice little home for themto go back to and they
could get dong better if they did not have me to
bother with, so | had it al planned out. | was
comforted with what my standing was with the
Lord. | findly fdl adeep and was suddenly
awakened by a severe pain down my right leg
and into my hed.

Thetrain cameinto camp at 8 o'clock and left at
2 PM. On the morning of the 10th the train
brought a letter sating our home in Annabella
was burned to the ground and they were not able
to save anything. The doctor camein to see me
and | told him | had felt the pain he had been
inquiring about. | told him | had made up my
mind to go to Salt Lake to be operated on as
soon as payday. He says, "Don't you wait for
pay day. Youleave onthe2 p.m. tran." Sowe
began to make ready. While the folks were
maeking preparations, | was changing my mind
fromwhat | had been thinking of. | fdlt that there
was no home to send my family to and it was a

poor time for me to die. So | had humbled
myself beforethe Lord. If ever | washumbledin
my lifeit wasat thistime. | made acovenant with
the Lord that if he would see me safely through
the operation and help me to get another homell
would grive to serve Him the rest of my days.
When | got through talking with the Lord (for |
felt he was near) | had apeaceful mind. Nothing
seemed to bother me. | fdt just as sure | would
be dright as| had felt before that | was going to
die. | leftonthe2 P.M. train.

When | bid the folks goodbye, | could read on
their countenancethat would bethelast timethey
would see me dive, but | laughed a them and
sad | would be dright. My brother Will wanted
to go with me, but | said | could go done and
they could do me more good by helping the wife
and kiddies. My sgter Egtella had been to Salt
L ake to attend Conference and she stopped of
at Provo to vist her husband's folks and my
brother telegraphed her to meet me at the train.

| left Sunnyside April 10, 1904 at 2 P.M. for Salt
Lake City. We had barely got out of sight of
camp after waving farewd | to my folkswhenwe
came to a wreck of coal cars and we were
delayed severa hours and we missed the train |
should have got on at Mounds, so had to go on
to Price with the codl train and tekethe next train
for SAt Lake at Price. After | was on thetrain,
as | was without any acquaintances, | began to
think more of my condition and | wished that |
had let someone come with me for | fet
sometimeslikel would not live until | reached my
gder. She was saying with her brother-in-law,
Willis Spafford.

| got Estellato go with meto the hospitdl and she
stayed two weeks then bid me goodbye and | ft
for home. | rested good the night | spent in



Provo and we |eft the next morning, April 11th,
and arrived at the hospital about 1 p.m. The
doctors began to question me and | could not
keep awake. It seemed to me days, but it was
because | would keep dozing off. | wasin no
pain and it seemed like deep was easy. There
were severa doctors holding a consultation on
me and | heard them tell the nurse to have me
ready by 8 oclock in the morning. | have
forgotten the name of the nurse, but | did not get
to deep after she got to working on me until
nearly morning. | went onto operating table
Wednesday morning, April 12, 1904 and that
was the lagt | knew until Sunday morning, April
16th. 1 wason the operating tablefour hoursand
the doctor told my sister there was no hope for
me, that | had put it off too long. My appendix
had broken and mortification had set in. Dr.
Lanenburgdid the operation and did agood job.
After | revived Sunday morning, the doctor had
hopes of me getting through. Dr. Jackson
adminigered the ether and did most of the
dressng of the wound. | cdled the nurse's
attention to a vine that grew up by my window
and told her that when that vine began to lesf out
| was going to leave. And every vinel could see
was leafed out, but not the one | called my own
and | thought it was dead because it had not
leafed out yet. Sotheday | left | thought | would
go and examinethevine and seewha waswrong
and to my surprisethe leaveswere coming out on
it. The nursethat waswith me said she had been
to that hospita for three years and that the
hospitd had not been free from cases of
gopendicitis and sometimes they had as high as
fifteenat atime and she had not seen one case as
bad as mine. When the doctor discharged mehe
talked with me for sometimeand said, "Y ou can
congder yoursdf alucky man for there was not
one in athousand that would pull through in your
condition." So | consider the Lord answered my

prayers.

The day before | left the hospitd, two of my
wifes sgters and their families were passng
through Salt Lake City for Idaho to get them
some homes. They were traveling by team and
cdled to see me. That was the first time | had
been out of bed since | came to the hospital and
| waswalking around thefloor to get my strength.
The boys showed me from the window where
they were camped and when | saw the camp |
got homesick. | asked thedoctor if it would hurt
meif | went out to their camp and hesad no if |
thought | could make it. He said | could run al
over town if | wanted to. So | started down the
steps. | had hard work, but got down and rested
for a while then made a dash for camp. They
were having dinner. | felt good getting out in the
world again and | made the remark that if | had
my family with mel would go to Idaho with them.
They were getting ready to go on that afternoon,
but they sad if | would send for my family they
would lay over and take me dong with them. |
soon consented and Jm Jones sent atelegram for
the folks to come immediately. | went down
town with them and we waited until 12 o'clock
that night to seeif thefolks came on that train, but
no one came o | went back to the hospita and
stayed that night. The next morning, May 17,
1904, | was discharged from St. Mark's
Hospitd, took my duds and bid farewdl to the
inmates of the place and thanked the nurses and
doctors for what they had done for me and they
sure gave me good care, and | left with a prayer
in my heart for the blessngs of the Lord in my
behdf. | met the train a eight that morning and
my family was there and they were surprised to
see mefor they did not know why they were sent
for. They feared | might bedead. We stayedin
the city that night and started for 1daho the next
morning, May 18, 1904. We arrived in Idaho



Fdls May 31, 1904. It took us 12 days to go
from Sdt Lake City to Idaho Fals, Idaho by
team.

| was unable to stand the jolting of the wagon so
| walked most of theway. We had afinetrip, no
gorms to bother us until the night we got into
Idaho Fals and | never saw it rain harder and
many of usgot abath. Therewere three wagons
in the outfit and twenty-five people in al, but
everybody made the best of it and seemed to
enjoy thetrip.

The morning of June 1, 1904 | met my nephew,

Lewis M. Nebeker, who was in the Redl Estate
busness. He said he had a piece of land he
thought would interest me, so we laid over that
day and the 2nd of June, 1904 he took us out to
look at it -- me and Jm Jones. We looked at it

and was well pleased with it so on June 3rd,

1904 we sgned up for it, the purchasing price
being $1800.00 for forty acres. There was a
mortgage on it for $1200.00. We assumed the
mortgage and wasto pay Nebeker $600.00. Jm

Jones turned his team in on it for two hundred
dollars and we were to work the other four

hundred out by the 15th of December, that year.

We were to reserve two dollars a day for work
and we wereto draw $15.00 per month each for

maintenance of our families. Jones worked up

one hundred dollars thenhe got discouraged and

gave up. Hesad it wasimpossblefor usto pull

through, so he gave me his interest in the place
for what property | had left in Utah, of whichwas
a city lot, two acres of pasture land and two

cows. He used this property to turnin on abad
debt he had left when he moved to Idaho. Jm
moved to Moreland, Idaho and | was Ieft done
to do the best | could.

The place was rented to Alma Gifford when |
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bought it, so | got haf of the hay and onethird of
the grain and potatoes, but my share of the crop
did not pay theinterest on the mortgage, so | had
to leave the Nebeker ranch, where | had been
working for wages, and get ajob to finish paying
the interest of which came due Nov. 1.

When| garted to work for Nebeker on June 5th,
| was not able to hook up a team or grease a
buggy. Thefirst dayswork | did wasto drive a
team to Idaho Fals from Shdley, as | was
working on the ranch east of Shelly by the Butte.
That was the hardest days work | did. Theteam
was high spirited and pulled on the bits and |
could just pull enough to keep them under
control. The next day | darted to plow. | made
seven rounds in the forenoon and seven in the
afternoon and | was tired out, but |1 gained
strength as time went on. When we started to
hay | could ride the mower, but could not rake
hay. When the second crop came | was ableto
rake and pile hay. During the harvest days they
had to have extra hands on the farms and we
boarded them for 50 centsaday. Thishelped us
out some financidly. We had the privilege of
keeping acow on the ranch, so | bought a cow
from Alma Gifford that was due to freshen soon.
| paid $22.00 for her and she calved on August
7thand proved to beagood cow. | bought apig
to eat up the dop and what milk we did not use
for our ownsdlves.

After | could see that the rent from my farm
would not pay the interest, | got a job from
CharlesNidson, working onthebailer. Hay was
sdling for $2.50 per ton and they were shipping
it out of the country in large quantities. After |
got what money was necessary to pay the
interest, | returned to my old job so as to get as
much paid on the place as possible. After Jm
Jones left me, it placed me in a condition that |



could not pay for the place according to contract,
so | went to Nebeker and made arrangements
for an extenson of time. | got the timeextended
until March 1st, 1905.

Now winter was coming on and we were in a
drange country and among strangers and we
began to sense our condition. We had livedina
tent dl summer, but when the cold winds began
to blow we longed for our old home and old
acquaintances. We were out of reach of both of
them. We decided to go to Moreland and spend
the Chrismas Holidays with my wifés sder,
Tabitha Vest. So we hooked up our team and
sarted. We had a pleasant trip and had a good
visit, but we had a snow storm and the weather
was cold coming home. When we got homewe
could hardly get in the house. The house we
were living in was open and the snow blew
through the cracks. Jim Jones had rented afarm
near Ammon and moved up there, so we decided
to go up there for New Years. We went in a
degh with a cover on and did not suffer too
much with the cold. We came home in a few
days and began to plan for the future. The place
| had bought had no improvements on it, 0 we
did not know what to do. | had not thought of
these things before. | was so thankful to be dive
and improving that | couldnt think of the
hardships of getting agtart in the strange country.

| found aman by the name of Jm Robinson who
had rented a farm east of Shelly on the Taylor
road and he had built a two room shed rough
house on it, but had become discouraged and
wanted to sdl itontime. | wentto seehim. He
sad he would give me eighteen monthsto pay for
it and he had ateam and a chain tug harness he
wanted to sall. So | made a deal with him. |
discovered a plow he said he would let go, too.
He wanted me to get a Sgner on the note and |
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only knew one man in the country and asked if
he could do. He agreed to take him, but when |
got ready to sgn the papershe said | would have
to get someonedseto sign. Sol caled the ded
off, for I would not ask a stranger to sign with
me. So | was feding bad, hated to go home and
disappoint my wife as we were rgoicing a our
prospects. But before | got home, Robinson
overtook me on ahorseand told me| could have
the property on my own note and he would take
achattel on the stuff. So we made the dedl, but
he was to retain the house until March 1. Soll
rented a house from Elmer Gifford in Woodville
and we moved over on January 17, 1905. The
house was only a shell andwe nearly froze asthe
westher was so severe cold.

| was concerned greatly because the house we
had purchased from Mr. Robinson would not
pass over the bridge over the Snake River.
Shelley was southeast of the property we had
purchased in Woodville and we were separated
by the SnakeRiver. | did not know how | would
get the house over to our property without tearing
it to pieces. | tried to get Robinson to move out
and let me have the house so | could move it
acrosstheriver ontheice. Theriveriswideand
ice would form during the winter months to
severd feet in thickness, making the crossing
eader, but he would not unless | would rent him
an up to date house in town and | was unable to
do that for the rent in town was too high. So |
decided to wait and see what the results would
be. | was afraid the ice would be gone by the
fird of March, so was puzzled just what to do.
But good luck would have it extremely cold in
February and Robinson moved into town to get
his children in school and sent me word | could
have the house any time. So | got Alma Gifford
to go with me with his team and we soon moved
the house over and we moved in our new home



Feb. 17, 1905

When we moved to Woodville we knew no one
here and our winter supply wasvery smdl. We
had a part of a sack of flour and four or five
pounds of baconand our milk and butter, but the
day we moved over, the Bishopric was making
their annud vist of the Ward and they called on
us. They gave usagood talk and encouraged us.
| told them | needed flour, but was able to work
if I could get work. | told them | was a
blacksmithand if | could get afew toolsto work
with | could help myself. He sad that was just
what they needed because they had to go to
town for every littlejob they had done. Bishop J.
J. Hammer said he had some whest that | could
have to get some flour and could do some work
for himwhen | got sometoals. | got five sacks of
wheat and took them to the mill and got my flour.
We felt contented and happy.

We lived afew milesfrom the Lavabedsand we
could gather our winters supply of wood from
them. They were thick with red cedar which
gave up good heat. | had no wagon or deigh to
go to the Lavas, so | began to look around for
one. | found onethat belonged to Will Wattsthat
he had broken atire on. He said he was going
to get anew one. So | gave him my watchand a
tent for the wagon. | went to the CW.C.M.
Company to get sometools. They sadif | could
get someoneto sgnwith me | could get them. |
told them | was a stranger in this country and
hated to ask strangersto sgn with me. He said
if I could bring some referencesfrom some of the
houses | had been dedling with | could get them.
| said | could not do that as| had never goneinto
debt before so no houses knew me or anything
about us. Jugt then Will A. Hammer camein and
| asked if he would do to sgn with me. Hesad
yes if | could get him, he would do. So |
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approached Mr. Hammer and said, "This is
something | don't like to do", but | explained to
him and he sad, "That issomething | don't liketo
do, but I will take a chance with you." The hill
cameto thirty dollars. So | got my tools, though
they werefew, and started to do thework for my
neighbors. | got my old wagon fixed up and
hauled wood and we got aong until spring.

Then | was confronted with the problem of seed.
| did not know how to getit. | borrowed $40.00
from G. G. Wright of Idaho Fals by getting
George W. Gifford to 9gn with me. This is
where | got my introduction to commisson. He
wrote me a check for $40.00 and | endorsed it
and he cashed it for me and took out three
percent commission. Thiswas asurpriseto me,
So heexplainedittomeand sadiif | did not want
it | could leaveit done, s0 | couldn't do anything
but takeit. | found out afterwards that the same
security would of got the money a the bank
without commission and a lessinterest.

Thet fdl | paid the notesthat | had to get Sgners
for and established a credit that has helped me
out many times since. The following winter |
bought a deigh and hauled wood to Shelley for
three dollars a cord to pay for my team and
harness. | could makeatrip tothe Lavasandthe
next day to Shelley and back home by noon and
work in the shop until bedtime in order to get
adong.

Inthe fal of 1905, | was put in as President of
the Young Men M.ILA. In the Spring when the
work was crowding, | would work by lantern
light in the shop mornings and evenings and
would work the daylight hours on the farm. Jan.
13, 1906 the Ward was reorganized with John
M. Rider as Bishop and Samud H. Hurgt, S. as
First Counsdlor and George R. Moses as Second



Counsdlor. At aPriesthood meeting held March
2, 1906 it was proposed immediatdy to build a
new house on the foundation that was built the
latter part of June, 1905. We started for lumber
March 3, 1906. | was appointed as one of the
building committee and we crowded the work
and in one month we were able to hold church in
the new hal. It was not finished but we held

churchinit from then on. The housewasfinished
about the 12th of April, 1906. Weusedit for al

purposes and amusements.

The fird tithing | paid in this ward was in 1905,
the amount $16.15. | spent the summer of 1906
on the farm. On December Sth, 1906 | was
sustained asWard Clerk. 1n 1906 | paid $10.00
tithing.

On Oct. 9, 1906 another boy was born to us.
We cdled him Voil Dwane. Thiswasabeatiful
child, but he was not permitted to stay with us
very long. He took ill with pneumonia and on
Nov. 26, 1906 he took his flight to his Father's
Home.

On March 31, 1909 we were blessed with a
baby girl and we named her Zdia. When she
was about one year old, just beginning to walk,
we noticed one morning she could not stand on
her feet. We did not know what was the matter
S0 we took her to adoctor. After he examined
her he said, "Now don't get darmed. Y our child
will never walk again. If she does she will be a
cripple and clumsy the rest of her life" This
made us fed bad and worried. Some time later
we held a Quarterly Conference in Shelley and
Apostle David O. McKay and Rulon S. Wells of
the Council of Seventies werein attendance. So
we asked them to administer to her. Brother
Wels anointed her and Brother McKay sedled
the anointing and promised her that shewould be
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restored to her norma condition. When we got
home that night | was dressing her for bed. |
stood her up to let her clothes drop and to my
surprise she could hold her weight up. Wewere
afraid to let her stand, but in afew days she was
running around on the floor. A miracle
performed by the Power of the Priesthood!

Our oldest son, Evon Wedey was married to
Martha Elnora Gifford, daughter of George
Washington Gifford and Louisa Hale on June 3,
1910. The marriage was later solemnized in the
St Lake Temple 4 Oct., 1911. Their daughter
Ddilawas seadled to them at thistime. When they
had two children, Delilaand Bertha, Wedey was
cdled on amisson for the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints. Hewas cdledto gotothe
Friendly Idands. These Idands are off the
southeast coast of Audrdia He labored in
Samoa for a short time and then was sent to
labor in the Tongan Idands.

Prior to Wedey being cdled on hismisson, and
as my family grew, we decided to build a new
house. So | bought a block machine to make
concrete blocks and started to make blocks. |
had $20.00 toward building. | bought $20.00
worth of Portland Cement and started to make
the blocks. When | got some blocks on hand
someone would want them, so | would sdl them
and buy more cement and continued on so doing
until 1 got some on hand to build with. | also
continued my occupations as famer and
blacksmith.

| hed the office as Ward Clerk for twenty years.
During thistime | wassustainedasY.M.-M.|.A.
Presdent two different times. | was also First
Assgant in the Sunday School.

Wedey left on hismisson April 5, 1912, leaving



hiswifeand two littlegirlsbehind. 1t took alot of
money to get him outfitted to go on his misson.
He had to have eight pairs of shoes to go and
other clothes in proportion, but we didn't have
the money and we didn't know how we could get
it. | sad, "If you want to go we will raise the
money.” So we started out. We were able to
raise $100.00, but couldn't raise another cent.
The Ward gave a Farewell Party and we got a
nice sum of money to help. | pleaded with the
Lord for help. | tried to borrow some, but had
no success. | tried every bank and business
office, but was unable to get any. Two days
before he was to leave, a kind brother from
Shelley cdled me up. Thomas Bennett said for
me to come over. He thought he had found me
some money. Hesent meover to aSister Mason
who had just sent her husband on a mission and
he had left some money to live on and she
wanted to loan it out. Two hundred dollarsl So
| was supplied with money to send the boy on a
misson. It was expensive to get him off, but it
was a chegp misson after he got there,

| would like to mention one thing here in
connection with this misson. When he was out
of money and had sent home for it, | had none
and try as| did wasunableto get any. So | went
to the Lord the same as usual and

laid my case before Him and said, "Lord, | have
tried every way | know how and | want you to
help me get some money to send to the boy."
After praying | felt more calm and went about my
work and theworry left me so much that | forgot
the matter for awhile. | waschopping wood and
awidow passed by as | had seen her pass by
many times before and thought nothing of it. Ina
few minutes she came back and called out. She
sad she felt impressed that | needed some
money. | sad, "l surdly do." Shesad, "l canlet
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you have $100.00 if that will do any good." So
| thanked her and said, "I will pay you the same
interest as the banks charge.” She said, "l don't
want no interest. Only keep till about it and say
nothing to anyone.”

So | proceeded to make blocks for the house
and was able to complete it. A two ory
building with four rooms on the ground floor and
had it completed by the timeWedey camehome
March 15, 1915.

While Wedey was on his misson we were
bl essed with ancther son. Wenamed him Lenard
Glenore. He was born 23 Feb., 1913 at
Woodville, Idaho. He was a tow-headed boy
and was the ninth child to bless our home. He
was an unusudly hedthy baby except his head
seemed too large for his small body. We were
concerned about this and prayed about it.
However, in time things became normd and he
was such a hedthy child and ajoy to our hearts,
we fet the Lord had once more heard our
prayers and Lenard was blessed to liveanormd
and successful life. We aso felt blessed to have
seven of our nine children living, as SO many of
our friends and rdatives logt o many in infancy
or childhood. The Lord poured his blessngs a
thousand fold upon our household.

Our daughter Oreta was married March 31,
1913 to Audtin Josah Hammer, son of William
Audin Hammer and Anna Messervy. She was
endowed and sedled to him April 2, 1913. They
had four children, Leona, Bernice, Afton and
Louis Augtin. Her husband and their daughter
Afton died during the epidemic of Influenza
during the First World War. She was later
married to John (Jack) Child, son of Heber T.
Child and Minnie Bolander. This marriage took
place 8 Oct. 1923. They had two children,



Maxine and Cherrill.

Left to Right: EImer Ames Huntsman, Lenord Glenore
Huntsman, Augusta Ann Norton Huntsman, Zalia
Huntsman, Delta Huntsman, Elmer Delos Huntsman,
Vernard Huntsman

Not present: Oreta Huntsman and Evon Wesley
Huntsman

Our son Vernard was caled on amission to the
Northern States Mission. He left for his misson
on Feb. 15, 1918. He returned March 15,
1920. Whilehewason hismisson, wehad afire
that burned the house to the ground. We were
able to save some of the things in the house. It
seemed like fate was againg me and | fet blue,
but we were able to rebuild again before he
returned. Hemarried Grace Montague, daughter
of James Montagueand Susan L. Jones. Hewas
sedled to hiswife June 2, 1926.

Our son Delos was cdled on a misson to the
Southern States. Heleft 15 Feb. 1926, returning
March 29, 1928. He married Anona Shumway,
daughter of Charles Shumway and Carolina
Hymas, on June 20, 1929 in the Logan Temple.
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Our daughter Deltawas married duly 27, 1927 to
James Cleary McElroy. Hedeserted her and she
was married June 26, 1928 to Robert L.
Stratton.  They were divorced. There were no
children fromthese two unions. Delos Huntsman,

Evon W. Huntsman, Elmer A. Huntsman, Lenord

Huntsman, Vernard Huntsman in front of the Elmer
Huntsman home, which was rebuilt after afirein 1919.

She later married Thomas Anthony Sanone, son
of Joseph Sanone and Mary C. Colonico. They
adopted two children, Jeaniene and Thomas.
The marriage was later solemnized in the Salt
Lake Temple Sept. 31, 1953, their two children
being sedled to them &t thistime.

Our daughter Zaliawas married Sept. 7, 1935t0
Thomas'Y oung Emmett of Portland, Oregon. He
was the son of Erving Clarence Emmett and
Ndlie Young. This marriage was later
solemnized in the SAlt Lake Temple Sept. 15,
1936.

Our son Lenard Glenore was married June 7,
1934 to Evelyn Bamforth, daughter of Lorenzo
Bamforth and Eva Whiting, in the Sdt Lake
Temple.



| have a this writing, four living sons and three
living daughters, thirteen living grandsons and
eighteen living granddaughters, three gresat-
granddaughters and four great-grandsons.

Feb. 15, 1926 Elmer Ddos, our son, left for a
misson to the Southern States. He returned
March 29, 1928. His companion was Quent
Shumway of Preston, Idaho. They came home
together and Delos stopped off to Shumways.
There he met Anona Shumway and on June 20,
1929 they were married in the Logan Temple.

| will state here that the spring of 1913, | had
leased afarm just across the road where | lived
and was putting in alarge amount of grain. | got
ajob working my team. While | was working |
had run out of fild grain and had to take some of
my seed grain to feed my horses. When | got
through work | had $150.00 coming to me. |
figured $15.00 for tithing. | laid it aside for that
purpose. | pad the baance of my billsthen went
onputting inmy crops. | was pressed asto what
to do to replace my seed grain that | had fed up.
It would take $15.00 to do it. | had that much
on my person, but it belonged tothe Lord. Soll
debated with mysdf just what to do. So |
decided | would take it and buy my seed. Then
| thought that it wasthe Lord'sand | had no right
toit. So | took the money and headed out for
the Bishop's place and paid my tithing. | came
home and went to work contented. Thisiswhere
| gained another testimony. | knew how many
acres | was going to plant and how many pounds
to the acre | needed. | set the drills for that
amount. | decided to go ondrilling until | ran out
of grain, then go out and rustle the rest to finish
planting. But to my surprise, when | finished
planting | still had grain left. Now as far as |
could see, there was no difference in the
thickness of the grain than that planted beforeand
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whenthrashed | could seeno differenceand | did

not change the drill.

| will gate here some of the financid difficulties
we had. We had to sell our whest for 70 cents
per hundred pounds, spuds for 20 cents. | have
s0ld some for 20 cents. Hay was sdling for
$2.50 per ton. Other things in proportion. We
had a hard time to make ends meet and keep our
heads above water.

We had no meeting house when we came here.
So that was one of the firgt things to do was to
build an all-purpose house. On March 12, 1905
we started to work on the foundation. We
planted a patch of spuds for the purpose of
obtaining money to build with. Up until thistime
we met in the school house for our Sunday
School and meetings. But we had to divide the
time between the Mormons and non-Mormons.
We had the forenoon and they had the afternoon.
There were bad fedlings between us and the
other party. 1t seemed like nothing we could do
to get them to befriendly with usand thesetimes
grew gradualy worse until we divided the school
disgtrict. Then we had considerable peace.

On March 3, 1906 we gtarted for lumber for the
new building and by the first Sunday in April we
were able to meet in the new building.

| was called to labor with the non-members in
our Stake. | labored for three years in that
capacity. We belonged to the Blackfoot Stake
for severd years after we came here. Elias
Kimball was Presdent. During the latter part of
1907 James Duckworth was sustained as
President.

As time went on, the Stake was divided with
JosephH. DyeasPresdent. Thenew Stakewas



cdled the Shelley Stake. The foundation of the
above named house was built by Bishop Jasper
Hammer, the first Bishop of Woodville Ward.
John M. Rider was the second Bishop. He
finished the building of the house. JamesP. Fugd
was our third Bishop. Joseph P. Bischoff was
our fourth Bishop. Then we decided to build a
new church house and take the old one for an
amusement hall. | served as Ward Clerk for
these lagt three Bishops, about twenty years.
George Risenmay was our fifth Bishop. Elmer
Delos Huntsman, our son, was the sixth Bishop
and Victor M. Kotter the seventh Bishop, up till
this time December, 1946.
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Elmer Ames Huntsman was a man of honor and
integrity. His word was as good as
money....many times proving to be much more
vauable. Heworked hard and by long hoursand
hard labor and a growing faith and trugt in the
Lord he rose above the poverty of his childhood
and early marriage. By his dde, in dl things,
stood his devoted wife, Augusta. Together they
met the obstacles placed in their paths and
together they overcame them, growing in faith
and testimony.

The teachings of the gospel became a living part
of thar very exigence. They worked faithfully in
the branches of the Ward organizations, serving
whenand where needed. They gave of thelr time
and talents. Through prayer and the blessings of
the Lord they received when in need, but gave
more fully when needed. Attimesthey gave"the
widow's mite", but never seemed to miss it.
Many they helped, failed to repay, but in EImer's
own words, he could not find room in his heart
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for bitterness or hard feelings. The Lord had
blessed him too abundantly. Hisnameishonored
and revered by al who met or had dedlings with
him. He had no enemies, but was loved by dl.
Those who were not of "the faith” looked up to
him with trust in hisword. Hefailed no one.

After theldaho Fals Templewasbuilt, heand his
companion, Augustagpent many hours, daysand
months doing the Lord'swork. Prior to that time
they took every opportunity to go to the temples
in Utah, as that was the closest to their home.
Years were spent gathering genedogy and
compiling records of his family. He was never
idle. He used to say that idleness wasthe devil's
workshop.

Elmer and his wife maintained their own home
until the death of Augusta. The day she became
ill, they were in the Temple doing the Lord's
work. She had a gstroke in the Temple. Three
dayslater, shedied 17 Aug. 1957 & their home
in Woodville, Idaho.

He went to live with his son, Wedey following
her death. His body became bent with age and
pan, but he rarely complained. When Wedey
built ahome in Idaho Fdls close to the Temple,
he used to gt in his chair in front of the window
and look at the Temple. He went to the Temple
as often ashisbody would dlow, but thelast few
months of his earthly life, he wastoo crippled to
do more. Helonged for hisbeloved Augustaand
when histime drew near, he went to visit hisson
Vernard, dill living in Woodville, and thereafew
days later, he passed away, 27 Oct. 1958. He
was lad to rest by the sde of his wife,
surrounded by their friends and loved ones who
had gone on before. His life was well spent and
his example a beacon of light for those of uswho
are left to follow. Not only did he teach his
family how to live, but how to die honorably. To



know him wasto have lived alittle richer for the
experience.
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Top: Oreta
Delta, Zalia
Elmer, Lenord, Agusta
Delos, Vernard
Evon
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