MY STORY LEST | FORGET

By: Evon Wesley Huntsman




|, like Nephi of old, was born of goodly parents
12 March, 1892, the firstborn of ElImer Ames
Huntsmanand Augusta Ann Norton. | wasborn
on a homestead in a one room log dream house
father hed built for his new bride and where they
perhaps thought a my birth would be their home
for many years to come. This homestead was
located in Canesville, Wayne County (then
Piute), Utah, avery mild climate. Fether hastold
me how he made his ditches by hand with a
shove and each spring he had to dig them over
again because the soil was very sandy and would
wash away each year with the spring rains so he
decided to move to another place where he had
lived prior to his moving to Wayne County. This
place was Annabella, Sevier, Utah. He sold and
traded what he could of his meager possessions
and fitted himsdlf with ateam and wagon to move
his smdl family to their new home. His family
congsted of ababy girl, Oreta, born 16 January,
1895 at Cainsville, mysdlf, and Mother and Dad.

| have tried many times to try and think back as
far as | could remember of the firgt event in my
life and each time it goes back only to the time
when| must have been lessthan three years old,
when | saw some men and Dad, quite excited,
getting their picksand shoves, ropesand heading
for theriver. | remember seeing one of our cows
stuck in what | thought was mud, but was later
informed it was quicksand and when an animad
goes in it, the more they struggle to get out, the
deeper they work themsdaves down until they
ether had to be dug out, or stay there until they
died. | remember watching them dig the cow out
and release her from her degth trap.

My next remembrance was when Dad was
getting ready to move. He had afew smdl pigs,
weighing about 25 to 30 Ibs. each which he

gpparently could not sell or trade, so he killed
them and put them in the "pork barrd” and took
themwith us. | can remember seeing the little
white pigs hanging up al dressed, ready for the
brine. All the pork or mesat, then, was ether
fresh or sdted, no refrigerators or deep freezer.

Another event | can remember was when we
were dl in the wagon, Dad with the lines in one
hand and the brake in the other, mysdlf, standing
in the front near the endgate, looking at the
horses. Perhaps | thought they were the finest
horsesindl theland, but | doubt if either weighed
more than deven or twelve hundred pounds.
Wdl | remember being kissed by some of my
aunts and cousins, Grandpa Norton and others
danding nearby to wish us good luck, but
perhaps thinking what a big mistake Dad was
meking, taking his family out of beautiful Blue
Vdley, asitwascdled. If you could seeit today,
you may think as | did when we vidted it years
later, that Dad didn't leave soon enough. This
wasinthefdl of 1897, when | wasfiveyearsold.

When we vidited the place afew years ago with
my brother Vernard, his wife Grace, Dad and
Mom, we found the old homestead and where
the house was built among the brush and sandy
s0il. All there was left was the rock foundation
and the sand stones that were once thefireplace.
But mother showed the corner where the bed
stood, where she lay and gave hirth to their first
son, after some 36 hours of congtant labor, with
no doctor, but Dad and Grandma Huntsman as
midwife. It was quite ahalowed spot if it wasin
adesolated place. However, in and around that
place is now made a Nationd Monument and is
caled Wayne Wonderland and is worth seeing,
as there are beautiful colors and formations left
by nature's sorms, winds and mother time.



| dso remember camping dl night at aplace Dad
saysiscdled Thigle Junction. Westayed, | think
it was in a little log school house. | can
remember how good the supper tasted that Dad
and Mother prepared as Dad dways helped her
prepareit. | can't remember what it waswe ate,
but | do know it tasted mighty good. | aso
remember Dad braiding a whip out of some
leather strings he had cut from an old leather boot
top. The gtrings were about the size of a good
shoe lace. We had a little cod oil lamp to eat
and work by. | can't remember what kind of
work | did, but I must have been taking care of a
pair of little rabbits one of my cousins had given
me. One was black and the other was white. |
must have gone to bed a happy little boy, but
when | awoke in the morning, dl my worldly
possessions were gone, asacat had found away
into the school house and killed my rabbits. All
that was | eft was afew pieces of black and white
fur. Could this be the reason | have never
thought much of a cat?

These are some of my childhood recollections of
our stay in Annabella, Utah. | remember Dad
building another log house, (home) with a
fireplace and later, building on a lean-to on the
back. Dad let me have some more rabbits, for
which | was very happy. He planted a few fruit
trees and we had a garden. Dad worked for
wages and often had to go away from home to
find employment, so when he was gone, | was
the man around the place. Water was very
vauable and we had to take our turn whenever it
came, night or daytime. Mother dways had me
get up with her, whenever our turn came in the
night, as | was supposed to do, because | was
the man around home and pack the lantern for
her while she watered the garden.

| wasn't too enthused about entering schoal,

because | was smal for my age and the boys
nicknamed me "Stout" and the girls cdled me
"Wess€'. Therewasonelittlegirl who had dark
har and eyes, that | liked to call me "Wess€'.
Her namewas Maude Hanchett. | guessshewas
my firg flame. | dways had to sing on the school
programs, so | was made very happy on one of
George Washington's birthdays, when | was
assigned the tar role, to be George Washington.
What a pretty George Washington suit mother
made me, fitting very tight to my legs and very
shiny, coming to my knees. My woolen
stockings Mom and GrandmaHuntsman had knit
for me and my shoes dl shined from the soot
from the lid of the cook stove. Boy! Was
Wessie scared but proud, especialy when | once
caught Maude looking a me.

| remember when a man came to town to take
pictures. Mom wanted some of Oreta and me,
so she could send Papaone, so shedressed usin
our best, washed my neck and ears so nice and
clean and made my hair lay in place by putting
soap on it. It had the habit of wanting to stand
sraight up, especidly around the crown.

| recdl having afight with akid some larger than
myself, but who had been bullying mearound for
some timeand when hedrew alineinthedirt and
cdled me a coward and dared me to cross the
line | didso. Wel, with the encouragement | got
from some of the bigger felows, especidly my
cousn Carl Spafford, we went to town. Every
time he hit me, everyone seemed to pity Wessie,
but every timel could hit him, how they did laugh
and root for me. I'll never know why he quit, but
| waskinda happy when hesaid, "L ook at hisbig
eyes bug out”, and dropped his handsto hisside
and waked away. | was quite a hero, but |
aways hoped he nor anyone ese would ask me
to crossanother lineand | didn't, because no one



asked me. If they had, well maybe | would have
done it, notwithstanding the results.

| do not remember whenmy second baby sster,
Leona, was born (26 April, 1897) at Annabella,
Utah, but | do remember when she died six
months later. | do remember when my first
brother, Vernard, was born, 20 November,
1898, a Annabdla, and remember very well
when Delos was born, because it was on the
24th of duly, 1901. A friend of mine gave me a
little black pup and | brought it home and what a
howl it did set up, until the folks made metakeit
out to the corral and put it inabox. Maybe they
thought it would scare the stork away. | didn't
want to go stay with my aunt, (Estella Spafford,
dad's sgter,) and leave my pup out there done,
evenif | wasnine yearsold.

The next arrivd in our home was a toe-headed
grl we named Dedta  She was born, 7
September, 1903, at Annabella, Utah.

The firgt things | can remember Santa Claus
bringing me ( we never had Chrisgmastreesthen,
but hung our stockings on the mantle) and how
happy | waswhen | saw alittle horse hafway out
of the stocking, with a white mane and tail. He
surewas abeauty. Therewereafew nutsand a
little candy in the bottom of the stocking.

| remember when | went with Mother and some
other ssterswith their repentant children, down
in front of Bishop Fairbanks home and was
baptized by John E. Davis, June 2, 1900, in the
cand that ran past his place. At the time, we
thought it was quite a big cand, but it was only
about the size of the branch ditch that furnished
water for our farm here in Woodville.

| attended Sunday School regularly and got

through the gradesin school, asthey cameadong,
by the skin of my teeth.

Just before | was deven years old, or in
February, 1904, Dad went to Sunnyside, Utah
with his brother William to work in the cod
mines. They went by buggy and horse. Uncle
Will was very good on the violin and Dad was
just as good on the banjo, so they paid their
expenses to work by playing for dances aong
their way.

Dad found severd of Mother's brothers and

sgters living and working around Sunnyside, so
he sent for hisfamily to comethereand vist them
while he worked. Mother put our clothesin a
gmdl trunk and a few bundles and we took the
train from Richfied to Sunnyside. Mother had
heard that Dad had had an attack of appendicitis,

whichat that timewasavery seriousthing, which
must have worried mother alot, but we children
didn't noticeit very much, asweweretoo excited
getting ready to see Daddy, aunts, uncles, cousins
and especidly, having our fird train ride. |

remember Mother making the last few
preparations to go. Shetidied up the home and

perhaps she never once thought it would be the
lagt time she would ever see her home and

belongings. | recdl going out to the yards and

saying goodbye to my little sorrel pony Dad had
given me.

When we arrived in Sunnyside, we found Dad
not too well, but trying to work, as most fathers
would, to provide for hisfamily. He had severd
bad attacks after we arived and findly the
company Doctor said he would have to go to
Salt Lake City to be operated on. Thismade us
dl very sad, ashissickness overshadowed dl the
happiness we had expected from our visit with
him and our relatives. But this was only the sad



beginning of ahappy ending. No one thought he
would survive the operation, as the doctor said
he was in a very bad condition and thought his
gppendix had burgt, whichin those dayswasvery
serious indeed and usudly meant certain deeth.
Dad didn't say so, but | am sure he didn't expect
to see hisfamily again.

Now came another blessng in disguise. At the
time we thought it was a greet tragedy. On the
tran that came in in the morning and wasto take
Dad out in the afternoon for the hospitd in Sdt
Lake City, there came aletter from Dad's sgter,
Egdla Spafford in Annabdlla, saying that our
home and dl its contents, had burned to the
ground during the night and nothing was saved.
We never found out for sure who set the home
on fire, but everyone at home suspected Uncle
Will's wife, who was very jedous, because
Mother had goneto visit Dad and could not go to
vigt her husband, so took her revenge out on
mother by burning her home down. If this be
true, | am sure everyone concerned had forgiven
her and what appeared to be aterrible thing, will
later be mentioned, as how we fed it turned out
to be one of Dad's family's greatest blessings.
Dad has often bore testimony, that when he read
that |etter and looked &t his wife and children, a
feding cameto hisbeing and he knew hewas not
going to die and leave his family, wife and five
gamdl children, donein theworld, out inamining
camp, without a home.

He went to the St. Marks Hospitd, in Sdt Lake
City and was operated on. It was found thet his
gppendix had ruptured many days before and
was drying away. He was a very sck man and
the doctors and nurses wondered, with
amazement, how he ever lived.

Mother was too proud to live off her folks, so

she accepted work with one of her ssters,
cooking for some men, who had a contract
shearing sheep ,down near Price, Utah. Welived
in tents and played around in the sheep corrds
and dirt, for about three or four weeks and our
clothing was wearing out, but dways happy that
Dad kept informing us, he was on the improve,
but dowly. After the shearing was completed,
mother's Sgter, Serelda Jones and family, aswell
as another sder, Tabitha Vest and family,
decided to move to ldaho, so we went to
Huntington, Utahto visit with Uncle Ben Norton
and stay until Dad could return and take care of
us.

The Jones and Vedt families|eft in three wagons,
for 1daho and stopped in Salt Lake City, camping
near the St. Mark's Hospitd and visited with
Dad. Intheir conversation, Dad said, "1 haveno
home to go back to, soif | had my family here, |
would go with you and make a new home from
scratch in Idaho.” They said, "Send for your
family and we will hold up until they arrive and
we will take you to Idaho with us" Dad sent us
atelegram to come to Sdt Lake, so we packed
quickly, aswe didn't have much to pack and was
soon on our way to Sat Lake City and Idaho.

| have never found out, or been told, where
Mother got the money to buy the tickets, but
always supposed she had a little tucked away in
her bag, as has been her custom since, for an
emergency. We found Dad on the improve, but
weak and thin. The ride to I1daho was not too
easy on him, as he was very sore and he walked
places where the roads were the worst, to avoid
thejolting.

| saw my first automobile, between Sat Lake
City and Ogden. It was not much of a car, but
enough to frighten the horses.



Wewere 12 days, coming from St Lake City to
Idaho Falls, Idaho. There were, as | remember
it, 24 peopleriding in threewagons. We children
waked alot of the way, not that we had to, but
to break the monotony and relieve our cramped
and crowded postions. We followed the
rallroad most of the way, so enjoyed waking on
the ties and rails. We arrived Decoration Day,
1904 and made camp about a mile south of
Idaho Fals, where the new brick Green Gables
Motor Court now stands. It rained very hard
that night and we got quite awetting.

The next morning, Dad put me on ahorse and he
waked dong by itssdeand said hewasgoing to
find a home. We went to the old Clark &
Fanning Store. The building till stands on the
corner of Park Ave. and Broadway, on the
northeast corner. There we bought a sack of
flour and he sent me back to camp, with theflour
onthe horses weathers (shoulders). Therewere
no cement roadsand only afew plank sdewalks,
a thetime, in Idaho Fls.

Dad had a nephew, Louis Nebeker, (son of
Lewis Monroe Nebeker and Estella Huntsman)
who was just starting out in the Red Edtate
Busnessin ldaho Falls, so helooked him up and
he said he had afarm listed, down in Woodville,
for sde, sothey set out in abuggy, drawn by two
horses, to see the farm. They came down
through the sage brush, from Idaho Fdls, to the
Long farm and as al the roads followed gravel
srip, Dad didn't think too much of it, but when
they reached a spot, about where we now live,
he sad, "Thisisthe kind of soil | like" SoLouis
tied the horses to a telephone pole a the
northwest corner of the farm ditches and the
willows had grown out about arod on each side
of each ditch, so there was not apiece of land on
the farm that had over four acres in it. Dad

bought the place for $1800.00. There was a
$1200.00 mortgage on the place and Louis gave
Dad ajob over onaranch near Shdlley, on what
is now known as the Jm Hamilton farm, on the
south sde of the Bultte, east of Shelley where he
could work out the firgt, or down payment. We
lived in two tents and mother cooked for the men
working on the ranch and | got a job herding
about 25 sowsandther pigs, on dfdfaand later,
on grain stubble. | got $15.00 amonth and with
wha mother earned cooking for the men, we
lived on it and Dad was ableto turn hiswageson
the new home. Welived dl summer in tents.

The place we bought, was rented the first
summer, but Dad got the rent, which consisted
mogly of a few tons of hay. There were no
buildings a dl on the farm, so the next step was
to get one. Dad traded his lot in Annabella,
Utah, for ateam of horses and harnesses. He
found a two room, small lean-to house, east of
Shdley, hecould buy ontime, so hebought it and
pad for it by hauling and sdlling wood from the
lava beds, west of here. With the hep of some
of his friends he had made in the area, they
moved the house on the snow, out through the
sagebrush, on what is now Clarence Johnson's
farm, west of Shelley, and crossed the river on
the ice in front of the Johnny Evertt farm, now
owned by our son Evon. In Feb., 1905 we
moved over to Woodville, living in a very cold
house, owned by Elmer Gifford, for the rest of
the winter.

We lived there until Dad got our house moved
over and we moved into our own firs home in
Idaho. Later, Dad built a lean-to on the back
that made us three rooms. It was not very well
insulated as| remember how the water, milk and
bread were dways frozen and mother had to
thaw it dl out, before she could fix our breskfast



and school lunches. The whole house was cold,
as our breath would freeze on the bed coversand
look like snow in the mornings, but it was our
home and we were happy.

Dad was able to borrow alittle money to buy a
waking plow, harrow, a little seed and pay a
down payment on afew blacksmith tools, where
he went to work late and early sharpening

plowshears and shoeing horses. | used to turn the
blower by hand, after school and chores were
over, until | would get tired and deepy and Dad

would send me to bed and he often worked on
into the night by lantern light, then woke us up by
pounding on the anvil early in the morning. |
inherited the team and hand plow, so had to quit

school as soon aswe could work in thefield and

| plowed, cut willows, cleaned ditches and what
other work | could do. | remember the plow
handles were about as high as my shoulders, so
my arms used to ache while trying to hold the
plow in place and my legs would be so tired
walking behind the hand plow and for a change
behind the harrow. | remember Dad plowed out

a ditch about 200 yards long and asked me if |

could shovel theloosedirt out and | said | would

try. | went to work and finished it the next day.

Dad come out and looked over the job and how
big and happy | was when he said, "A fine job,

son."

| attended Sunday School and soon became a
Deacon (5 Sept., 1905) and attended M. |. A. dll
thetime. 1 soon made friends in schoal, but had
to quit early in the spring and stay out in the fall
untl beets were harvested, but | never
complained because | knew we were poor and
would dl have to do our part if we made ahome.
| was ordained a Teacher 18 Jan., 1909; Priest
26 Dec., 1910.

When we moved to Woodville from Sheley, we
passed the old store across the street from the
present store and we heard a man say as we
were passng, "There goes a family that we will
have to feed." He, nor any one else, has ever
givenusapenny'sworth of food from that day to
this, while this and othersin the crowd have had
to accept charity and finaly pull up stakes and
move out.

Among the friends | made in Church and schooal,
was a little girl who sometimes looked sad and
somewhat worn out and other times cheerful and
happy. | notice she was always very much
concerned and interested in two of her smaller
brothers. | soon found out that their mother had
died, not long before we moved to Woodville
and she was teking care of her faher's
housework in the absence of her mother and
caring for her younger brothers and going to
school when she could. This girl soon became
my girlfriend, then my sweetheart, and later my
wife and mother of our ten children.

Wewere married in my father'shome, by Bishop
John M. Rider, 3 June, 1910. We dtarted
immediately to become worthy to receive a
recommend and went to the Salt Lake Temple,
where we were sedled together as husband and
wife (4 October, 1911) for time and all eternity
and had our little girl Delila seded to us and thus
made it possible for the other children that were
later born to us, to be ours for time and all
eternity, with no power on earth able to break
that bond, except our own actions, or the
children bregk it through their actions and fail to

repent.

Now allittle more about my youth. | usedto love
to stand by my Uncle Will Huntsman and hear
himplay theviolin and Dad knew it, S0 he bought



me one and madeit possblefor metotakemusic
lessons. | learned to play fairly wel and played
with others for dances in Woodville and other
places, but gave up playing for dances, when |
saw where some of the company | was
associaing with was leading me. | learned to
play pool and found myself wasting a lot of
vauable time that | might put to better use. |
used a little beer and sometimes drank enough,
where | knew my breath smelled and | would act
afoal, trying to make mysdf and others think |
was drunk and ared man, or the making of one.
| soon found out | was only making a fool of
mysdf and was grieving Mother and Dad, who
had been so good to me, so | decided when | got
married, my wife would never smdl liquor onmy
breath, nor my sons and daughters see me drink
it and | have never drank a drop since beforewe
were married and don't think | ever shall.

| dso thought that | could use alittle tobacco to
make me fed like a"HE MAN", but one sunny
afternoon, while | was with a gang who wanted
meto learn the trade, offered me achew of good
old horse shoe tobacco. | bit off a good hunk
and laid on the ground, like aman, on my back.
| spit alittle out, but swallowed some and soon |
fdt my head begin to whirl. | became deathly
sck. The boyssaid | was as white as paper. |
didn't fed much likea"HE MAN" then and that
broke my desire to become one, from that day
until now, if that was the way to do it. When |
took upon myself to become a father, it took
what money | could earn to make ahome for my
family, so | had none to waste on things that
could do me no good.

Back to my youth - Oreta, my sSster and Austin
Hammer (whom she later married, but he died
withthe Flu in 1918) Audtin's sster Annie and |
went to town (Idaho Falls) to see a merry-go-

round and each of us had a nickel to spend, so
we dl took a ride and from then on we were
broke and after awhile returned home.

| was alittle better "heded" when later on some
of uskidswent into town for acelebration. | had
$.50 in my pocket and took my future wife for
our firgt automobileride, costing $.25 per ticket.
| think we rode about 2 milesaround Idaho Falls,
then| was broke again. We had to learn how to
celebrate and have a good time without much
money. Of course, we didn't have to buy gas
then and usudly took our lunch with us,

| worked one summer for William Bartlett, on his
farm south of Woodville, for $50.00 per month.

| saved enough money and Dad helped mebuy a
new one-horse buggy. | had an old horse that

was too balky to work and often refused to even
pull the buggy and al the flogging | gave her

wouldn't help her. So we often sat in the buggy

until she moved by hersdf. Shewasagoer, then
and we soon made it home. Sometimes it was
daylight. When my kids came in late, it was
because they ran out of gas, or had aflat tire, but

Mom and | aways blamed it on old Clem, as |

cdled her. Times didn't change much, only the

things we have, change. | know we were a
worry, because we often came home with a
spoke or something wrong with our ouitfit,

because we had had a race with someone dse
and our buggies had come together in the race,

while we were laying the whip on the horse and

was not holding onto the linesaswe should. Our

concern was to win the race.

Another kind of trangportation in winter was the
bob deigh. Weused to have alot of deigh rides
and a lot of races and often, when turning a
corner, we would turn so fast that we would
throw the hay rack or box off the deigh and
scatter straw, girlsand boysall over and theteam



and deigh had to be gathered up down the road
a mile or two. The snow was usudly deep
enough to make a soft place to light.

As a boy, | worked on the church house now
used as by brother's home. Vern bought it from
the church and made gpartments out of it. Itwill
be better known by the younger generation, as
the old "Amusement Hal". We hauled lumber
out from Idaho Fdls on deighs in April, 1907,
"Believeit or Not".

Dad rented the George Thompson farm, then
owned by a Red Estate Company back East,
and | farmed with him and Nora and mysdf
moved ourselves in the house which is dill
ganding and isbeing used by Doug Thompson as
agrainery. Both Delila and Bertha were born
there. Ddila was born 4 August, 1910 and
Bertha 20 February, 1912.

| received acdl tofill aMisson for the Churchin
Samoa (South Sealdands) in the early Spring of
1912, leaving on 3 April, 1912. | was assigned
to the Tongan Didtrict, thenapart of the Samoan
Misson. It wasvery hard to leave Noraand the
two little girls, Delila and Bertha, Dad, Mother
and the regt of the family and my friends, but |
wanted to fill a misson and knew | should go.
Since coming to Woodville, therewere additions
to thefamily; Voil Duane, born 9 Oct., 1906 who
died 27 November, 1906 and buried in the
Woodville Cemetery; Zdia, born 31 March,
1909; and Lenard Glenore was born 23
February., 1913, while | was serving on my
misson.

Where the money would come from while | was
on my mission, | nor Dad knew nat, but we had
faith we would get it somewhere. We had used
what little money we had to buy meafew clothes

to take with me, but needed $225.00 to buy my
passage. At that time, the missonary pad dl his
passage to the Misson Fidd. The day before |
was to leave, we went over to Shelley and while
walking down the sreet, Brother Thomas
Bennett came out of his office and wanted to
know if we wanted to borrow $250.00. Well,
we surdly did and | was soon on my way.

| asked that no one go to the train with me,
except Dad. At about midnight, | bid al
goodbye and got in beside Dad in the buggy. It
was a very sormy night and we didn't carry on
much of a conversation going over. | guess our
hearts were too full

Therewereafew of my friendsat the depot. We
didn't have long to wait, so | said goodbyeto the
gang and to Dad and went aboard. | took a seat
asfar away as| could from anyone and cried al
the way to Pocatello. By then, | was pretty well
empty, so enjoyed my short stay in Sdt Lake.
There was no Misson Home then, as there is
now, so the Church sent usto ahotel. | passed
dl examinations, asdl the Eldersdid, except one
from Canada, who had had an affair with a girl,
in Butte, Montana, on hisway down to Sdt Lake
City, and he had to be sent hometo hisparentsin
disgrace. After afew daysin Sat Lake, | was
set gpart for my misson by Elder J. Golden
Kimbal.

We came back north as far as Pocatello and |
sure wanted to get off the train and come back
home to my loved ones, but am happy | did not.
We thirteen Elders and one Lady Missionary,
took the ship in Vancouver, Canada and | was
very seasick for a week, then fdt better and
enjoyed my trip down to Tonga | was on ship
30 days to Tonga. The Misson President,
Presdent Chrigtiansen asked me if | could sng



and | said "They say | can carry atune” and he
sad "You are needed in Tonga. Get on the boat
this afternoon.” When we three Elders, mysdf,
Haycock, Tittensor, left the nine Elders going to
New Zedand and Audrdia, a Fiji, we were
quite lonesome going over to Samoa, but when |
left the two Elders, | came with, to Samoa and
had to get on the boat done, | was sorry | ever
let the cat out of the bag and told President
Chrigiansen | could carry a tune, but after |
arived in Tongaand went to work, | was never
sorry | did. If | had not, | never would have had
the pleasure, | am sure, that hascometo usin our
later years.

| enjoyed my mission very much, learned to love
the peopleas| learned to servethem and also the
Elders | had for my companions. These
championships have brought us a lot of
happiness, after | returned home. | served as a
Branch President and also Didrict President, the
last year of my misson. | have adaly diary of
my firg misson. Diaries are sometimes dry
reading, but some may want to read it and get
something out of it.

While | was on my misson Mom, had to do
housework, take in washing, and other work she
could find, to provide her and the two children
with things they needed. | have never heard a
person say they ever heard her complain and |
amsure shewas and is as grateful as| that | had
amissonto fulfill. 1 knew she had dl she could
do to providefor her and the girlsand that Dad's
income was small, so | tried very hard to get
adong with as little money as possible, so when
my missonwas over | had spent an average of
$8.00 per month. | atelots of native food and |
don't fed | neglected my work watching my
pennies. | felt that the family at home needed
money morethan | did, asthe Lord was keeping
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his promises to me, His servant, and blessed me
to enjoy the native food. | learned to patch and

mend and needed very few clothes more than
thosel took with me. When | wasreleased, after
nearly three years, | traded a few clothes that
would be of no useto mein America, to an Elder
Jacobs, who had just arrived in the Idand, for a
Uit to come homein. It didnt fit too wdl, but |

got by anyway.

| never had many outstanding experiences during
my misson. | followed ingructions, kept the
Lord's commandments the best | could, worked
hard to learn the language and the gospd, loved
the people and my work and waswilling to share
my happinesswith al | met. Mot of my mission,
| labored done as far as a companion was
concerned. Many times, my only companion
wasthe Lord. | lived and a&e much of the time
with native Saints and friends | could make. We
Elderswould vigt back and forth with each other
in our Branches, as often as we could, without
neglecting our work. At the end of each month,
we would spend a few days, usudly two days,
atending Elder's Priesthood and Report
Mestings, writing our mail home and recaiving
our mail. Wecdledthis"boat day" as the boat
came in about once amonth and when we could,
we liked to meet on"boat Day", asthat was the
biggest day of themonth. Astheldandsarevery
damp and it rains a lot, the roads and trails we
had to travel from branch to branch and into
Headquarters, were always quite muddy. We
walked every place we went and oft times made
friends and opened the heart of a convert, aswe
waked dong and would tak with him, or it on
a fdlen coconut tree and rest. They would
aways bekind enough to climb atree and get me
a cool nut to drink, even though we could not
agree on our religious views.



There was one outstanding experience | had that
| would like to record, when | felt | was very
near the Lord and one of His guardian angels. |
was living in Foui and Branch President at the
time and after tracting the village quite thoroughly,
| went to tract in another village, Fahefa, about
three miles east. | was able to convert three
persons and baptize them. They developed into
strong members and they and their families later
became some of the most dependable members
inthe digtrict and abranch was established there.

| held Fast Mesting in Faui Sunday afternoon and

would walk over to Fahefa in the evening and

adminiger the Sacrament and hold a Cottage

Meeting for the members and friends there.

During one meeting a severe rain and thunder

storm devel oped and they wanted me to Say dl

night, but | felt | would like to go back to my

branch to be ready for my work there "teaching

a smdl school" Monday morning. So they
provided me with a kerosene lantern and | eft,

but the storm increased rapidly and blew the

lantern out and my umbrella became useless, so

| wrapped it up and used it asacaneto hep me

keep onthetrail. | waswet dl over and the mud

was heavy on my shoes; the trail was covered at

places by fdling trees. | cameto alarge coconut

tree blown across the path and sat down to rest

amoment and as | sat there, my thoughts drifted

back home and | became very lonely and | even
questioned whether my efforts were worthwhile

and as | sat and pondered these thoughts, a
strong fedling came over meand | thought | heard

a voice very low, it may have been the

whispering of the Holy Ghogt, and said,"Don't
guestion what you are doing. Your work and

efforts are being accepted and recorded in

Heaven," so | arose and walked to my branch
with alight heart and a happy feding.
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Another experiencel think | shdl record, wasmy
return journey home. Our new Mission President
Nelson came down from Samoa to hold a
Didrict Conference.  We aranged for a
Conference. He arived by boat in the morning
and as we went to the first sesson, walking
together and asking questions about the work in
the Didtrict, he told me he was going to release
me and asked who would be qudified among
Eldersto takemy placeasDidtrict President. He
sad we would attend Conference in the Vavau
Didrict on our way back to Samoa, attend a
conference in Samoa and he would release an
Elder to come home with me. When we arrived
in Samoa, the first World War had developed to
a point where even the Idands were being
affected, asAmerica, Germany and England eech
owned one of the main idands of Samoa. War
ships and sailors were being landed on each of
their idands, so Presdent Nelson said he felt
impressed to send me to Fiji on the boat we
came from Tonga on, to catch the boat for
America, ashedidn't know what might happenin
the Idands and | may be held there for months,
so | was glad to get on my way. He purchases
my ticket to Fiji and gave me an order for
$100.00 ticket home and the Government
authorities adlowed me to have $25.00 for
essential expenses. When | got to Fiji | found
Presdent Nelson had made the order out for
$25.00 short, so | gavethe order and the $25.00
and found that would only pay my fare on the
boat to Vancouver, B.C. | was redly broke. |
pawned my chegp watch for afew dollars for a
room and food the few days | had to wait in Fiji
for the boat to America They said things were
uncertaindl over theworld and thisboat may not
get through. The boat came the second day. |
went on board broke, but my fare and board
paid to Canada. The only thing | knew whét to
do was go to the Lord and ask Him to see me



through. | did alot of praying between Fiji and
Hawaii. When we landed in Honolulu, | had no
money for a taxi fare, so trusted the Lord to
direct me to the Misson Home in Honolulu. |
started up the street, never asked a person, and
after walking about 1-1/2 miles| cameto aplace
thatsaidL.D.S.MISSION HEADQUARTERS.
| went in and the President was away. | told the
Eldersmy problem, showed my release. They let
me borrow enough money for train fare from
Canada to Shelley and a little expense money
besides, which | paid back assoon as| returned
home. My trip homewasrather disgppointing, as
there were things | wanted to see coming home,
but the increased faith | received | am sure was
worth more than sght seeing would have been.
| have seen things | wanted to see then, many
times snce. My faith and trust in the Lord
increased from the day | left home until |
returned, just as | was promised it would, by
Brother J. Golden Kimball who set me gpart for
my mission, 5 April, 1912.

| arrived home 15 March, 1915 and worked for
wages for a year or two. No one knew just
when | was coming home, so it was a surprise
whenl wakedinonthefolks. Momandthegirls
were living with Grandpa Gifford a the time.
They were sent for and when Mom came in
carying Berthaand saw her man, shelet dl holds
0o on Bertha, flew about ten feet into my arms.
All the commotion scared thefun dl out of Ddlila
and Bertha and it was hours before | could get
them to be friendly with their daddy.

| worked for Grandpa Gifford and others that
summer, then that fal Dad, helped me build our
fird home on his place, just south of wherethe so
cdled branch ditch enters the street. It was a
three room house, spick and span and new and
we moved into it in the soring.
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I'm alittle ahead of my story. It is hard to keep
thingsin their right order after so many years.

While | was on my mission, Dad had built thema
new cement block house. It was a two story
house and in the summer of 1916 it caught onfire
and burned down. We and the neighbors were
able to save only afew things. | wasout in the
fidd mowing hay for Dad, looked up and saw
smoke from the fire and was one of the firg to
the house. There were no fire engines then, so
we got what we could out of the house and let
therest burn. The fire started upstairs and that
burned firgt, making it possble to get out afew
things before the upper floor caved in. That was
Dad's and Mother's second burn out.

| worked and donated cash on the new brick
church. We started the basement in November,
1919. Dad drovethe team and | held the plow
as we plowed the first furrow on the project,
after the Bishopric and others staked it out.

Now alittle about the additiona members of our
family. Veronawas born 28 December, 1915in
a smal two room house back of Grandpa
Huntsmen's new home, the folks were living in,
when | left for my misson. Verona was a very
gndl| baby at birth and remained the smallest
member of thefamily. She married David Aaron
Bragg of Basdt, Idaho 7 Dec., 1934 in the
Logan Temple.

Alta LaReah was Born 15 April, 1917 in the
samesmdl house Veronawasbornin. Wedidnt
know for severa hourséafter birth, whether or not
shewould live. The outsanding event in her life
was that she was born during a heavy snow
storm and the doctor could hardly get out from
Shdley and in the morning, there were 12 inches
of snow on the ground that had falen during the



day and night. LeReah filled a misson in the
Central States, leaving in Sept., 1941 and
returned April 9, 1943. She married Paul Albert
Toronto, of Sdt Lake City 9 July, 1943 in the
SAt Lake Temple.

Dean G. was born 31 December, 1918 in the
firg new home we owned, mentioned before,
built on Dad's farm. Hewasour first boy. Dean
went on a mission to Hawaii 9 Nov., 1939.
Whenhereturned two years|ater, the 2nd World
War was fomenting and he was drafted into the
amy shortly after hisreturn from hismisson. He
gpent some four yearsin the South Pecific area,
fighting the Japanese. He had a world of
experiences and nearly logt his life with Typhus
Fever and Maariaand was sent to Audtrdiafrom
New Guinea, where he was in the hospital for
severad months before returning to active duty.
We hope he will record some of his outstanding
experiences and his miraculous hedling by the
Priegthood. He married Dorothy Roxanna
Carter, in the SAt Lake Temple 2 June, 1945.

Evon Vernard was born 19 March, 1921 in the
gndl house we moved into when we bought
Grandpa Giffords first forty acres.  After
graduating from High School, he went to
Portland, Oregon to work inthe Defense Plants,
thento Camp Farogot, Idaho. Whilein Portland,
he met the girl of his choice, Mildred Forence
Wedledey and they were married 10 Augus,
1940. Evon has been the money maker of the
family, going from row crop farming into stock
rasng.

Max Odell was born 13 September, 1922 at
Woodville in the larger house mentioned
elsawhere. It was Max who had his foot nearly
severed in amowing machine. It was one of our
nearest tragedies and hardest experiences in
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rasing our family. hewasfive years of age. He
followed the older children down in the field
where | was cutting peas and they were piling
them. 1 did not see him until hewaswithin afoot
of the cutter-bar of the mowing machine
Fortunady, his body fell over behind the knife
and he held one foot up, but the other foot was
amog entirely cut off. The hired man unhooked
one of the horses and | crawled on and he
handed Max up to me and | went to the house as
fast as | could and we rushed to the hospita at
Idaho Fdls, Idaho. Dr. Hatch thought firgt, he
had better amputate his foot, but after consulting
another doctor cdled in, they decided to try to
save hisfoot. We administered to him and they
went to work. All that was holding his foot
together was the little toe bone and outer skin.
With their skill and the help of the Lord, he was
left with a good foot. Max married Hazel

Thorngreen, 19 May, 1944 in Dillon, Montana.
Max has been more interested in Business and
Merchandizing than in farming.

LtoR: Evon Wesley, MarthaElnora, AltaLareah, Bertha,
Donald Jay, Max Odell, Reed Ames, Evon Vernard,
Newel Delos, Delila, Verona, Dean Gifford.

Reed Ames was born 20 September, 1924 on
the ranch whereMax wasborn. Reedwasinthe



Hospitad severad days with pneumonia, while a
baby and after we brought him home, he
developed it again and they had to tap his left
lung to save his life. He was drafted in the
sarvice in Europe until the war ended. Reed
should aso record his experiences while in the
sarvice, as he dso must have many. It isaso
difficult to get a service man to write much about
hiswar years. He married Velda Mae Hoopes,
30 November, 1946.

Donad Jay was born in the ssmehome 14 May,

1926. Hemarried June OlgaElg, 16 November,

1944 in Pocatello, Idaho. Donad was drafted
into the Army and served in the Pacific. His
company were sailing into the Japanese Harbor
for an attack just after the two Atomic Bombs
were dropped and they were told by their

commeanding officers that not more than 10%
would survive the atack. Don rented my farm
for several years and did quite wdll. He drew a
Gl farm out of Washingtonwhere he moved and

did alot of work on the farm and went broke.

The farm turned to akai and would not raise a
crop. Hewaslater given afarmin Rupert, Idaho
in exchange for the farm in Washington, but he
logt alot of money and time with the firgt farm.

Newe | Delos was bornat the same place, on 17
October, 1927. He was our tenth child. He
joined the Navy and spent mogt of histimesailing
the seven seas. He was harder to keep track of,
as he moved so often and it was a long time
between mail. He married Evelyn Wilkins, 9
June, 1949.

We had four boys in the armed forces and only
parents who sent them out know the heartaches
we had when we sent them out, especidly when
they got their last furlough before going overseas
into battle and they pick up ther suit cases and
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wak out the door, perhapsfor thelast time. You
just can't describe the feding. We were sure
thankful of God for their safe return unharmed.

Now back to the early days of our marriage. In
September, 1915 | received my first church
assgnment as Firg Counsdor to Samule H.
Hurg, in the Shdley Stake Rdigion Class and
later, Stake Superintendent, October, 1920. The
Rdigion Class was the fore-runner for our
present Church Seminary Program. | dso served
as Wad MIA Presdent from 1917-1923
inclusve. Inthewinter of 1916, | served a short
term Stake Mission among the non LDS people
intheWest Firg Didtrict. A. M. Poulsenwasmy
companion.

The fal of 1918, the Flu broke out and people
died by the hundreds and thousands. Among
themwere four from Woodville. My brother-in-
law, Austin Hammer died, 11 November, 1918.
This was Armistice Day, that ended the bloody
Firg World War. Oreta, aso lost her baby
daughter Afton with the Hu, shortly after Audtin's
desth.

| farmed with Dad in 1918 and for ayear or two.
He had bought the 40 acres, two miles north, on
what isnow Earnest Pickett'sfarm. There were
no buildings on the place and the faam was in
poor condition, S0 we hardly made wagesdriving
back and forth from the home place. Weturned
the farm back when Augtin Hammer died. Austin
and Oretabought an 80 acre farm amile north of
Woodville (nhow owned by Len Stears) and
farmed it the summer of 1918. When Austin
died, | traded our home, mentioned above, for
Oreta's equity in thefarm and we moved therein
the spring of 1919 and farmed it that year. The
place was badly run down and with the
equipment | had, | didn't raise much of a crop.



The hay was poor. That spring, | paid Charley
Baxter $40.00 a ton for two tons of hay to feed
the few cows and work horses. | had afair crop
of peas, but they got alittledry beforel cut them
and before | got them thrashed, a heavy wind
came up and blew them dl over the fam and
shelled most of them out. | had afew hogs, 15
heads, and they cleaned them dl up and were a
far price, soit helped me pay the seed bill. | had
afew potatoesthat year and sold them for $7.50
per hundred Ibs. This| appreciated and wasable
to pay my hills, feed my family of seven, and buy
us a few clothes. Ddila and Bertha went to
school in Woodville, across from the present
Church house. It was a two mile wak in the
morning and back at night - 4 milesaday. There
were no school buses.

Mother's oldest brother, Alvin, had bought
Grandpa Gifford's farm, but was unable to keep
up the payments and wanted Grandpa to take it
back, so he sold me 40 acres and Jm Gifford
another brother, 40 acres and Alvin kept the
west 20 acresfor hisequity. | gave back the 80
acre farm we were living on and moved down on
the farm, in alittle 4 roomed house, whichl later
s0ld to Dewey Kdly. Thisis dill a part of his
home. | farmed this 40 acresin 1920. The next
year, Jm gave his 40 acres back to his father,
who asked if | wanted it and | did, so | bought it,
making 80 acres and | got together $750.00 to
pay the down payment, on both forties. Alvin
sold the lower 20, aswe cdled it, to my brother
Vern, who sold or traded it to B. B. Stringham,
a Red Egtate man in Shelley, who sold it to me
for $3,000.00 - $500.00 down payment which |
borrowed from the Bank, without asigner. The
hundred acres cost me $17,500.00 at 6%
interest.  Jm had become discouraged and
moved to Jerome, Idaho. | had turned ateam of
horses and harnesses and a few other things, to
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Grandpa Gifford for the $750.00 down payment
mentioned above. Grandpa let Alvin havethem,
as he had adry farm out west of Woodville and
farmed it.

| borrowed quite a lot of money from year to
year to operate on, but never had to ask for
anyone to sign for me. We never borrowed a
dime from ether my father or father-in-law, but
did receive a lot of good advice from both of
them on how to farm and keep out of debt as
much as possible. It took me about 20 years to
pay off the mortgage and have the place clear of
debt. We paid as much interest, in the 20 years,
as the origind cogt of the fam, but in the
meantime, | wasabletoimprovethefarmalot by
leveling up many parts of the farm and building
the two homes, barn and other buildingsthat are
now in use. We raised hogs, sheep, chickens,
and milked cows, with the help of our family.
We dsoraised grain, pess, clover seed, hay, but
most of what we were able to payoff the
mortgege with, came from potato crop. Y ou will
notice that | usetheterm "WE" asit wasweasa
family, working together, that paid for and build
our home.

From the day | started to farm, until the year |
retired, 1945, from farming and renting it to the
boys, | never found it necessary to work in the
field on Sunday, except to turn water and do the
chores and they were dways done and arranged
so we could attend Sunday School, Priesthood
Mesting, Sacrament Meeting, and fill al other
Church assgnments asked of us.

When we moved onto the 40 acres, we
purchased from Grandpa Gifford, we had a
family of eight. Grandpa Gifford stayed with us
mogt of the time, soit made ninein our smal four
roomed home. Upon buying the 100 acres, we



now had a lumber house with 4 bedrooms, a
kitchen, dining room, and a front room, which
had been built by Alvin, just back of where our

new brick home now stands. We buiilt this brick

home in 1936, at acost of $7,000.00, but would

cost $20,000.00 to build it now.

Brick Home built by Evon W. Huntsman,1936.

We decided that the first debt we would pay,
would be our tithing to the Lord and take Him at
His word and went into partnership with Him.
The Lord did open the windows of Heaven and
did pour out to us many blessngs. However, we
did not leave everything to Him. We promised
oursalves wewould pay our way aswewent and
to do so we had to plan, or budget our income.
We got oursalves afew cows, sheep and hogs.
We made our cream and egg money pay our
grocery hillsand keep the house going, thelambs
and wool was used to buy our clothing. The
hogs paid our taxes and the farm, mostly
potatoes, paid our interest, payments and
machinery. There were times when we had to
deviate a little, but got back on our budget as
soon as we could. For the first ten years, |
hauled al our wood from the lava beds west of
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Woodville. It was a good twelve hour day to
make the trip. | had to milk the cows, feed and
harness the horses and be haf way to the lavas
by day bresk and it would be most of the time,
after dark when | would get home, tired, wet and
hungry as the snow was dways deep then and
we would walk most of the way to keep warm,
until some bright mind thought up the idea of
making afirein an old tub and keeping at least
haf of you warm at atime, or until you got your
clothes dry. Mother and the children would get
al the chores done they could, by the time | got
back with anice load of cedar wood. | did not
mind it too much then, as | thought the Lord was
very good to us to furnish us with so much good
fud for nothing. All we had to do was go get it.
| often think back now and wonder why some
money crazy man didn't homestead the thousands
of acres of lavas, covered with good wood and
&l it to us. They would perhaps do it now.
There were thousands of |oads of wood brought
from the lava beds each winter and many made
a living «ling wood here in ldaho Fdls,
Woodville received its name from the wood
hauled through Woodville. Let me say here, that
my father and Grandpa Gifford and others hauled
wood inthewinter and sold it to buy some bacon
and beans to eat while they were building the
dam across the river and digging the Woodville
Canal to get water on theland they homesteaded
or bought.

While we were living on the place we cdled
"upon the hill" | bought my first car. It was a
second hand Dart and what a car, but it was
mine. | wasthe party of thefirg part. Sometime
inthe early twenties, | think it was 1922/3, | went
over to Shdly and came homewith anew Modd
T. Ford, till mine and | was the "Party of the
Firg Part".



| was dways ableto raise afair crop on our 100
acres and was able to keep up my paymentsand
made enough to stay out of debt except for the
farm.

Barn Built by Evon W. Huntsman, 1937.
L to R: Martha Gifford Huntsman, George W. Gifford,
Max Huntsman, and Reed Huntsman in the | oft.

For the next severd years, we had our ups and
downs, mostly ups though. There was some
scknessin the family, but | think just enough to
make us enjoy good health when we had it. |
remember paying out $900.00, one year on
Doctor and Hospitd care. Mother and severd
operations, Bertha had Typhoid Fever, Max
having had hisfoot nearly cut off and Reed having
had Pneumonia twice as a baby. The children
seemed to pick up most of the childhood
diseases, but dl in dl we came through in far
shape, to look at them as of this date. All our
children were born in the home, so our hospita
bill wasn't like it is today. The doctor would
aways say, when | would ask him what his hill
was, $25.00 cash or $35.00 on time", and then,
ten dollars dways looked too good to us, so we
were dways "Paty of the Frg Pat" in the
ownership of our children.
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| was happy to have received many opportunities
to servein the Church. Asmentioned previoudy,
my firs assgnment was a counsdor to Elder
Samud H. Hurg in the Sake Religion Class,
Supervisor of the Religion Class in the Shelley
Stake, being set gpart for this caling by Elder
Rudgar Clawson in October, 1923. Later, on 8
July, 1923 | was selected to serve as second
counselor to Bishop Joseph P. Bishoff of the
Woodville Ward and was set gpart by Elder John
Wils, amember of the Presiding Bishopric. On
17 February, 1924 | was set apart by Elder
Méevin J. Bdlard (Apostle) as a member of the
Shelley Stake High Council. While a High
Councilman, | served as advisor to the Elder's
Quorum, Stake Agriculturd Advisor for the
nemy organized Church Welfare Pan, and
Chairman of the Stake Beautification Committee.
| served in the High Council for twenty-two
years.

| served on severd civic committees at different
times - 12 years as member of Woodville Cand
Board; 6 years as Chairman of the Westsde Soil
Conservation Committee; and Chairman of the
County Production and Marketing Association,
1949.

| told the Lord once, that | hoped he never
blessed me with so much wedth that | couldn't
take care of it ina6 day week and he never had.
We were dways able to attend the Fathers and
Sons and Mothers and Daughters Outings, dso
made severa trips to attend Ward and Family
Reunions, and took many trips to Y dlowstone
Park with our family and othersand still keep our
work up, athough we often had to double time
before we |eft and sometimestripletimeto catch
up when we got home. We enjoyed this very
much and it was part of our joy and reward for
rearing our large family. We had mogt of the



child diseases and sicknessesthat ordinarily come
in afamily the size of ours, but nothing we could
not pay for, both hospital and doctor care.

My Priesthood ordinations are as follows,
Deacon, 5 September, 1905; Teacher, 18
January, 1909; Priest, 26 December, 1910;
Elder, 1 October, 1911; Seventy, 1920; High
Priest, 8 July, 1923. | was chosen counselor to
Bishop Joseph P. Bishoff, 8 July, 1923, set gpart
19 November, 1923 by Elder JamesE. Tamage,
Apostle; Stake Aaronic Priesthood Committee
member, 1934-1937; Stake Elder's Advisor,
1940; Stake Chairman of the Church Security
Agriculturd Organization, 1940-1946; Ward
Chairman of Beautification Committee, 1946;
cdled to Presde over the Tongan Misson and
set apart by President George Albert Smith, 29
April, 1946; Released 1 August, 1948; cdled a
second time to preside over the misson and st
apart 6 July, 1950 by President George Albert
Smith; released 1 February, 1952. Caled asa
member of the Shelley Sake High Council 12
June, 1952, being set apart by Elder El Ray
Chrigiansen, Apostle; caled to officiate in the
Idaho Fals Temple in October, 1952, being set
gpart by President William Killpack. | was
recommended by Presdent William Killpack and
chosen and set gpart 16 January, 1953, by
Presdent David O. McKay, to do sedlings for
both the living and the dead in the Idaho Fdls
Temple.

In 1954, | ran on the Democratic Ticket for
Bonneville County Commissoner and won afour
year term, 1955-1958, 1957-1958 as Chairman
of the Board. | run for a second term in 1958
and won and was elected for a two year term,
aso served as Chairman. From 1939 to 1946 |
served on the General Board of Directors of the
Idaho Potato Growers Association and attended
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two Nationd Conventions in Chicago, Ill. and
one in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

IN1946, we attended Generd Conferencein Sat
Lake City as usud and the next day after
returning home in April, | received a telephone
cal from Presdent David O. McKay, 2nd
Councilor in the Firgt Presidency, asking if | and
Mom could come to Salt Lake City and meet
with the First Presdency. | sadwewould. This
was on aFriday and they wanted usintheir office
at 10 o'clock Monday morning. We were very
concerned and almost bewildered asto why they
wanted us in their office. We went down and
met with them at the appointed time. Thiswasa
lovely experience to enter into Presdent
McKay's office and we were both very humble.
He asked usafew questions about our work and
family and wanted to know what our plansfor the
future were. We told him that we had rented our
farm and had three things planned to do - vist
some of our relatives, do some Temple Work
and go fishing. He smiled and sad, "Wdll, you
could postpone your visits and Temple Work
couldn't you?' And we sad, "Yes" Then he
said, "Fishing is a poor way to spend a useful
life" and | agreed it was and then he smiled and
in abeautiful spirit told ustheir purposein caling
us down to Salt Lake wasto seeif wewould be
willing to go back to Tonga and serve a few
years as President of theMisson. Wewerevery
much surprised and about the only answer we
could give him was tha Reed, Donad and
Newell were in the Army and Navy and would
not be home for some time, as far as we knew
and we would like to see them. He said they
were aware of this and about the next thing we
sad was, "Presdent McKay, if the Church needs
us we will go" He sad transportation was
difficult to arrange and for us to go back home
and settle down and as soon asthey could book



passage, they would send for us. We came back
home and immediately started to contact the boys
inthe service. Reed came home "released”, Don
was in Japan, and Newell had returned after a
short furlough. We contacted the Red Crossand

they arranged for Don to come home and he
came to Sdt Lake, where we had a few hours
with him before we left. We had returned home
from Sdlt Lake, asstated, to wait our call and the
next morning as | was leaving the house a call

came from Brother Murdock, the Church
Transportation Agent, that passageto Tongahad
been made and to come down as soon as
possible, asthe boat wasto sail for theidandson
a certain date in the very near future. We got
ready and in a few days, we were bidding the
family goodbye and were on our way to far away
Tonga. We were set apart 29 April, 1946 by dl

three of the First Presdency laying their handson
our heads, President George Albert Smith being
mouthin setting me gpart and President David O.

McKay setting Mom gpart with President J.

Reuben Clark, Jr. asssting.

It isdifficult to write things as they happened, as
it has been many years since they happened and
it is only reasonable to assume that many
interesting and important things will be left out of
this higtory.

| have taught classesin the MIA, Sunday School
and dl Priesthood classes and have enjoyed dl
my church activities and they have been very
worthwhileto me. | have never had to work on
the Sabbath Day, except to do the chores and
turn the irrigation water, but no matter how
rushed we were, | could dways find a place
where the water could run to good advantage,
while | atended to my church duties.

Now, back to my cal asMisson Presdent. We
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left Salt Lake City by train and took the boat
Mantera on 2 May, 1946. The ship was once
one of the best shipson the Pacific, but had been
stripped of dl its better furnishingsand used asa
troop ship. Therewere some 900 passengerson
board and we fdlt very muchaone aswe stayed
inour cabin. We were both seasick and didn't
care much who was on board. We found, after
afew days, that Elder Ladell Roberts, his wife
Hortense and three childrenwere a'so on board,
going as missionariesto Tonga. They had been
cdled direct from Rosemary, Canada and came
direct to San Francisco, arriving just in time to
catch the boat. Elder Roberts had also been on
a misson to Tonga some ten years back. This
relieved our lonesomeness some and we began to
enjoy our voyage. We spent aday in Honolulu,
Hawaii and went by taxi out to the Temple, but it
was closed. It was very beautiful going to Lae,
where the Temple is and we came back on
another route, through thousands of acres of
pinegpple plantations and by way of Pearl
Harbor, where the Japs attacked the navy ships
and started the Second World War. Therewere
many ships on the harbor and millions of dollars
worth of war equipment piled high on both sides
of the road, as far back as we could see and
milesin length, as werode around the harbor. It
was easy to see where our tax dollars were
Spent.

We left Honolulu in the evening and landed in
Suva, Fiji four dayslater. It was very hot and |
knew we were in the tropics again. After 24
hours in Fiji, we sailed on to New Zedand,
where we were to change boats for Tonga. We
were met by Presdent Halverson and some
missionaries and were made very welcomein the
MissonHome by Sster Halverson. Wemadea
week's tour of New Zealand, riding for miles
through townsand villages and beautiful farmland



and pasture, or paddocks as the English cal
them. New Zedand is a great sheep and dairy
land. 1t was most beautiful to see thousands of
sheep and cdled the "Ydlowstone of New
Zedand'. There are many warm geysers and
gprings where they cook much of their food. We
stayed at the home of Brother and Sister Davies,
who had built the home as a Headquarters for
Presdent and Sister Mathew Cowley, when he
served as a Misson President in New Zedand.
We were fed and entertained wonderfully by the
Maori Saints and afew Tongan Saints who had
moved to New Zedand. We passed through
Hamilton, not far from the place where the new
College and Temple now stands. The road went
aong the land thet is now cdled Temple City.

The boat going to Tonga was a day late arriving
and when it did arrive, it was booked full and it
didn't look like we were going to get passage.
We knew the way would be cleared for usto go
where he wanted us to go and that was Tonga.
After fagting and prayers and persuading and
trying to convince the authorities this was not a
pleasure trip, but a"mugt” trip, the morning the
boat "Matua' was to sal for Tonga, €even
hundred miles northeast of New Zedand, we
were informed that some cancellations had been
made and that we and Elder Roberts and family
were booked to take their place. "The Lord
moves in a mysterious way, his wonders to
peform”. Three days later, 7 June 1946, we
sdled in to NukualofaHarbor, to theland and the
people | had learned to love some 32 years
previous.

We were met by President and Sister Emil Dunn
and many of the Saints in Tonga and was made
most welcome by dl. The language and people
werevery strangeto Mom, but after afew weeks
we found oursdves adjusting to our new life and
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aurroundings.  We received word in New
Zedand that Delilahad given birth to ababy boy,
Ronnie, and things were not just right. It was
four months later when we got our first mail from
home, caused by a harbor strike on the west
coast of America, and no boats left that could
bring mail or cargo. When the boat did arrivewe
received 95 letters and bags of papers and
parcels. We learned that Ronald was OK and
must have weighed near” 90 Ibs' by the pictures
sent us.

We visted over the main idand with President
Dunn for afew days, then he left and we were
officdly in charge. One of thefirg vigts mother
and | made, was out to M akeke Plantation where
our Misson School was located and was in the
hands of native teachers, who were doing their
best to keep it dive. The Elders from Zion had
been evacuated from dl the Pecific Missons
because of the war and we and the Roberts
family were the first to come out after the war.
We found the school in poor condition. The
buildings were modtly of native congtruction and
they were leaking and unclean and the some 75
students were poorly fed and cared for.

On our way back to the Misson Home"8 miles'
in a little Hillman car that had been left with us,
we discussed the conditions at the school and |
said as soon as | could get aletter off to the Firgt
Presidency, | was going to request a better
school, or | would close Makeke down and sent,
the boys and girls back to their homes. | wrote
the letter describing dl conditions of the misson,
especidly the schoal, and told them | didn't think
thingswerenearly upto L. D. S. Standards and
hoped they would consder making us an
appropriationto help usbuild abetter school and
renovate the Misson Home and make it more
comfortableto livein.



| wanted to make a vigit to the other idands to
the north - Vavau, Hagpa, Niuafoo and
Niuatoputapu, as soon as| could get passage on
the small boat "Hifofud' going thet route. | findly
got passage and knowing it would be avery hard
trip, asthefarther east idand was some 400 miles
away, | didn't want Mom to take the trip that
soon after arriving in Tonga, o | asked her and
Sister Roberts to remain in Nukualofa. | took
Elder Roberts and we made the vist. Wewere
away three weeks, but when we did return Mom
and everything seemed OK a Misson
Headquarters. | was sure glad that | had taken
Elder Roberts with me, as he was a better sailor
than | and he knew conditions better than I,
because he had only been awvay from Tonga 10
yearsand |, some 32 years. Two of theidands,
Niuafo'o and Niuatoputapu, neither of us had
ever visted before. It was avery hectic trip on
that small boat. We were four days goingtothe
mog distant idands, Niuafo'o, and | was very
seasick and very weak when we landed. The
only white people on the idand, was a Catholic
Priest and two Nuns, some 1500 natives, mostly
Catholics. We had two native Elderslaboring on
the idand and three familiesof L. D. S. Theboat
anchored about 1/2 milefrom shore, astherewas
not a place on theidand they could build awharf
and was very rough water and very rocky. We
came ashore in a smdl row boat and dl the
natives on the idand seemed to be present. We
met our Elders and they had one pony that they
ingsted | should ride, which | was glad to do so,
as | was sure weak from being seasick and not
eding for those three days. We went inland
about four miles, which was about haf way
throughtheidand. They provided uswithamed,
which was not very much and after an hoursrest,
we hdd a medting, adminisered to the
Sacrament. | only spoke afew minutes. Elder
Roberts spoke to them and after alittle chat, they
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prepared our bed on afew matson thefloor and
we retired for the night. Wehad alittle native hut
by ourselves. Where the others stayed, | don't
know.

As we passed through the crowd on the idand
and going through the smdl villages, we fdt a
very unfriendly spirit. The natives, on awhole,
are very friendly, even if they don't believe in
your teechings, but it was different on this
Catholic idand. You could fed an evil spirit
everywhere.

We hdld another meeting withour little flock and
tried to encourage them to be humble and live
closeto the Lord and Hewould blessthem. We
left about 1 o'clock to go back, as the boat was
to leave about 1 o'clock. Wefdt the same spirit
everywhere, on our way back. We were
mocked, dandered and cdled " Joseph Smith" by
men, women and children. 'Y ou would wonder
how they knew anything about the Prophet on
that remotefar away idand, but what the Prophet
sad many years ago as an unknown boy, "That
his name would be spoken of for bothgood and
evil indl the world" was o true.

We sat on some rocks among our few friends
and tried to show kindnessto everyone, but they
didn't respond. Their Priest and Nuns were in
the crowd. As our turn came to get in the row
boat, the last trip to go out to the larger boat il
anchored where we l€ft it, we bid the Eldersand
Saints goodbye and hopped from rock to rock
out to therow boat. 1t wasvery rough and | was
going to get washed off the rocks as the waves
came in. We finadly made it and was trying to
tuck our suitcases somewhere, when ahdf dozen
big native young men came hopping from rock to
rock toward the boat and were heard to say,
"Here is where we will drown the Mormons'.



They jumped into the little boat and tried to Snk
it, or rock it and throw us out, but after an
unsuccesstul try, they jumped into the water and
swam to shore. They knew we were poor
swimmers, but should have made good shark
food if we couldn't. We made it back to the
boat, but the two native crew boys who rowed
us out, were 0 ashamed of what happened to us,
that they sure tried to do dl they could for us
when we set sail for the rest of the voyage to the
other idands and hometo Mission Headquarters.

Here is what happened to Niuafo'o and the
people there. When we were two days out, a
wireless message was recelved that the same day
we left, the idand erupted and the red hot lava
destroyed the Catholic homes and school,
government buildings and covered mogt of the
village and their wirdess station. The natives had
to flee inland for safety. An American plane
happened to fly over theidand the next day and
saw the terrible condition of things and wired
Government Headquartersin Nukualofa. Thisdl
happened, luckily for them, that it was the time
the Matua, the inter-idand boat had arrived from
New Zedand, so al the passengers and cargo
was unloaded and the Matua set sail to evacuate
the natives, Priest and Nuns of Niuafo'o. It was
asght whenit docked in Nukua ofa, to see about
1500 people get off the boat. The government
had ordered them to leave their homes, horses,
pigs, gardens and al they had behind, which
wasn't much. We cared for our Saints and fed
them well and the government took the rest into
the brush and hdf starved them, until they could
raise some food.

We fdt sorry for them and encouraged our
people to take them dl they could and they
responded in brotherly loveand | think gavethem
about half they lived on, for ayear. This was
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another greet testimony that the Lord protectshis
own and punishes those who do evil.

Newspaper articles appeared in various idand
English Newspapers, some stating that perhaps
the Mormons were happy that the idand had
erupted, but we were not and taught our people
to forgive and forget what had happened. We
sure never held any ill fedings toward them, but
pity for their teachings.

We had a nice vist with the few sants in
Niuatoputapu, Vavau and Hagpa and held
conferences with them. Vavau and Haapai both
were districts and we had about 600 membersin
Vavauand 450 in Hagpai. We were gone about
three weeks on our vist.

About amonth after our return, the mail camein
and two Elders, Laycock of San Francisco and
Black from Arizona  Among the letters arriving
was one from the First Presidency, stating they
had approved our request for a new school and
were drawing plans and had appropriated
$138,000.00 to build it and ingtructed me to
secure moreland for the Church to built it on and
raise the necessary food it would teketo feed the
students, as it was to be a boarding school, as
was Makeke, where the students would live,
work and study while a school.

| spent severa months trying to locate a suitable
plantationfor theschool. Asal thelandin Tonga
belongs to the Government and is alotted out to
the chiefs and nobles, you have to get it through
them and none of them were willing to do
anything for the Mormons, as they cdled us.
Everywhere | went | was turned down. Findly,
after saveral months of tirdess efforts, out of the
blue sky an answer came to our prayers and
efforts. Weweredttinginthe Misson Homeone



evening and a native lady, who was married to a
white man, Frank Cowley, came to our home
and introduced hersdlf, said shewasamember of
the church, but hadn't been active since she got
married. She said she had heard we were trying
to buy aplantation and wetold her we surely had
beentrying for alongtime. Shesad they owned,
or had a lease on, a 375 acre plantation on
Halaoto Road and had decided to sdll out and
move to New Zedland and we could buy their
lease, together with 10 horses and about 100
head of good Poll Anguscaitle, for 10,000 Ibsor
$33,000.00 in American money. | thought it was
a huge price for Tonga, but felt the Lord had a
hand in it, so | told her | would have to get
approva from the Firg Presdency and that
would take some time, being so far away. She
sad they would hold the offer open for us,
regardless of how long it took for an answer. |
wrote the First Presdency by Air Mall letter,
explaning detallsin generd, such asprice, length
of lease, ill with the Noble and the 55 pounds a
year that we would have to pay the Noblefor its
transfer. The lease ran for 15 more years. |
received a wirdess back from Presdent Smith,
authorizing me to close the lease and the money
was in the Bank in New Zedand in escrow, as
requested by Mr. Cowley.

Then the fire works started! Other churches
heard about it and offered more money, but she
kept her promiseand | felt shewas a pretty good
L. D. S anyway. By law in Tonga, the property
belonged to the native in a marriage to a white
men. | was cdled into the Prime Minister of
Lands Office, severd times and Mr. Atabegged
me not to buy thelease. He even threatened me,
that when the lease ran out, the Government
would not release it to the Church. | guess my
faith was a little wesk and | ar mailed dl the
information and threats | had gathered in our
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mesetings to President Smith and | guess he felt |
needed a"jar", so hewired back, and thesewere
his exact words, "Presdent Huntsman, please
close the lease as soon as possible. The Lord
will take care of His &ffairs in His own time."
Thiswas dl it took to quiet my doubts and fears,
but my troubles were not over. Parliament was
in session and the main work before it, was to
gop theMormonsfrom leasing land from another
person, until it went through government red tepe
and got its approva. | knew they would kill the
whole deal, as Mr. Ata had become very hitter
and was throwing his strength around. He was
next in authority to the Queen and had a lot to
say and pressureto bring to bare. | knew | had
to work fast and | was partly to blame, because
| had prolonged the ingtructions from the Prophet
of the Lord, so we prayed earnestly about it and
for guidance as how to precede. | got up early
the next morning and went down to the Office of
the Miniger of Lands and asked his help and
support to get theleasethrough hisofficewith his
dggnature on it. Mr. Ata had been made Prime
Miniger and a noble, Mr. Havea, was made
Miniger of Lands at the time. This was a big
request to make of a high officid, third in rank
and aso amember of Parliament. Hesmiled and
said, "Mr. Huntsman, I'll help you, but we will
have to act quickly, as this law will be cdled up
soon for vote and | am afraid it will pass and |
will have to sgn it. He got out a Government
Lease, which was about as large as a page of
newspaper, had the descriptions | typed on, got
his, Mr. and Mrs. Cowley and my signature as
Power of Attorney from the Church. This was
another evidence that the Lord moves in
mysterious ways, His wonders to perform, and
he touches the heart of men, when thereis work
to be done.



President Evon W. Huntsman presenting a Book of
Mormon to Queen Salote of Tonga, 1947, along with
Sister Huntsman and Sister Roberts.

While reading in the higtory of the Mission later,
| read an account that when President Smith
vigted the Mission, severd yearsbeforethistime
asan Apostle, heand the Mission President were
riding aong this road and as they were passing
the Cowley plantation, which was later named
and recorded in the Church as the Liahona
Hantation, said "Thisiswherel would liketo see
the Church obtain some land." To those who
may read this crude account, after my time may
be over, | would like to read their thoughts on
how thisal came about. Thesethingsdo not just

happen.

Soon after thingsbegan to moveto Liahona. The
first Generd Priesthood Meeting, after the lease
was sdgned, was hed and much was
accomplished. We needed a name for the
School. | asked any one who desired to, to
uggest a name on paper. Several were
submitted such as Zion, Nauvoo, Kirtland,
severa native names like "Mamafo'o” which
means "new light", and even the old school's
name of Makeke, which | never could find its
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meaning. | asked if | could submit a name and
we would vote on the names. | submitted the
Book of Mormon name "Liahona" which in
Tonganis spdled Laiahona and explained again
to them itsmeaning and vaueto ther forefathers,
as they journeyed to the promised land and how
it would guide and light their way, aslong asthey
lived the commandments of the Lord, to a better
life astheir children attended the schoal. | caled
a vote on each name, leaving my name until the
last. | didn't get onevotefor any name, but when
| cdled for Liahona every hand went up, so that
ishow it got its name.

| called for volunteersto start clearing 20 acres of
jungle forest land, where we desired to build the
school and clear land and plant gardensfor food.
In a few weeks, the land was cleared. The
Makeke students came on Saturdays and
worked. Webuilt severd native buildingsaround
the place and as soon as we had enough ready,
we moved the school fromMakeke to Liahona.
Makeke had nearly al been planted to coconut
treesover the years and were sarting to produce
a good crop of nuts. There were about 100
acres of producing coconut trees at Liahona, so
we were harvesting severd tons a week and
prices of copra "dried coconut” began to raise
rgoidy and we soon had funds to keep the
school moving.

Materia such as cement, lumber, glass, a rock
crusher, compressor, dynamiteto blast the corral
rock out, began to arrive. | had purchased two
trucks out of the loca funds and when the boats
arrived from Americait was sure"Mormon Day"
around thewharf, aswe were unloading about as
much cargo as the Government and al other
churches combined. A good cement block
mechine arrived, sand and corra rock was
hauled and crushed, and about that time,



President Dunn, who | succeeded as Mission
President, arrived back in Tonga, to take charge
of the congtruction.

A short time later, Pacific Misson Presdent,
Mathew Cowley, arrived by ar on histour of the
South Pacific Missons. After atwo week vist
and holding conference with us, he prepared to
leave. We had had severa heart to heart talks
and | think he could see conditionsdeveloping in
generd. Presdent Dunn had hisways of deding
with the native people and | had my method of
directing the affairs of the misson and we were
both dealing with the Priesthood members, as
they were cdled to spend alot of timeworking to
build the school and things were not progressing
like heand | thought they should. He asked me
what | thought of being released to return home
alittle short of the usua three years. | told him
| would be happy to return home, or say, and it
would be up to the First Presidency to decide.
Hedidn't say anymoreto me, but when he shook
hands with Mom and bid us dl goodbye, he sad
to her, "I think we will be seeing you in Zion
before long.”

Sister Huntsman, President Evon W. Huntsman, Sister
Cowley and Apostle Mathew Cowley in Tonga.

Inafew weeks, wereceived our releasefromthe
Firg Presdency and anice long letter explaining
things asthey saw them from President Cowley's
report to them, how it may be better to turn the
Misson affairs, as wdl asthe building program,
over to President Dunn. We were happy to do
S0 and after a few weeks we had al accounts
checked out, obtained passage, with some
difficulty, by boat, to Fiji and air passage home.
Our heartaches began to develop rapidly, aswe
vigted as many branches as we could and bid
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them goodbye. We loved them very much and
were sure we left many friendsin Tonga, both in
the church and others. We had been about 2-1/2
years and | think accomplished wha we had
been sent out to do. Elder Roberts and family's
time was up and they were released to return
home with us. We went by boat to Samoa and
Hiji and by air to San Francisco and by train to
SAt Lake City. Paul and LeReah, sster and
brother-in-law, Delta and Tone, and other
friends, met us at the depot and LeReah brought
us home the next day and what a re-uniting we
had with the family,who were dl assembled at

our home and filled the front lawn.

Most of our timein our two and ahaf yearswas
centered around the school and getting the
mission organized and operating with the naive
hep and the few Elders we had to work with.
Shortly after wearrived in the Mission, wewere
informed that five missionaries had been assgned
to our misson and obtained landing permits for
them, which | did and they were on their way.
Three daysafter | had wired the First Presidency
the permits were granted, | was caled into the
Office of the British Consulate and wasinformed
that the permits had al been canceled. Thiswas
quite a blow to us, as the missonaries were on
their way to Tonga. | wired the First Presidency
to stop them. They stopped two in Cdifornia,



two came to Samoa where they landed and one
came on to Tonga. | went direct to the Prime
Minigter, Mr Ata, who was not friendly, for help,
but he turned me down cold, stating that they hed
wanted to get rid of the Mormonsfor along time
and thought they had, when the Elders were
cdled home during the war and now they were
not going to let them back. They placed aquota
of one white missonary to each 1500 members
and our quotawastwo. Elder Delamar cameon
the next boat, but they wouldn't evenlet himland
and put aguard on board ship, to seethat he did
not land. | even went to Queen Sdati, but she
sad she could do nothing for us, asthe law had
been passed. We tried to get them to let ustake
him to the Misson Home to stay dl night. We
had passage arranged for him to go on to New
Zedand and promised them we would have him
on boat by time of salling, but they even refusd
this. Wefdt it quite a blow for the Church and
our prayers were not answered, but we finaly
settled down knowing the Lord was directing His
work and submitted to His will. We felt |ater,
that the Lord had greater need for the Elders
elsawhere and we were to get the work into the
hands of local members and loca Priesthood,
whichwe did and every one seemed to be happy
and new convertswere being made and wewere
sure the new school would be a red successful
missionary when we completed it and from dl
reports, it has redly proved a blessing to al of
Tonga and from the hundreds of tourigts visiting
the schoal as they tour the idand from different
parts of the world.

We fed our work and efforts were not in vain
and the Lord had placed His blessngs on our
efforts.

(CHURCH NEWS; Week ending September
21, 1963.)
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LIAHONA COLLEGE OPPOSITION
MELTSTO PERMIT SCHOOL

" Let The Mormons buy the lease at
Nafualu and build their school and we'll take
it away from them when the lease comes
due,” confided one old Tongan noble to a
fellow official.

They were part of an influential
faction that had tried toblock the saletothe
Church of the lease on 200 acres of choice
land. Failing inthis, they aimed at vetoing the
renewal of the lease which which would
expirein a few years.

Though they were aware of this very
real threat, the Church leaders decided to go
ahead with plans to build the Liahona
Collage.

Every since the first missionaries had
set foot on Tongan soil in 1891, education had
been part of the mission program. the elders
had spent almost as much time teaching the
three Rs to village children as they had in
preaching the Gospel.

The Tongan people were anxious to
have their children trained in ways of
civilization but the available schools were
pitifully few in number.

The Makeke was a great step forward
in the Tongan Mission's educational program
when it was built in 1922. It was the first
Church School in Tonga to advance beyond
the thatched hut level.

After World War 11, a need was seen
for a high school. The property at Makeke
was not satisfactory for a new school. The
200 at Nafualu was ideal. The leaseholder
was willing to sell. The Church bought thee
lease with the cloud of confiscation hanging
over it.

Five skilled builders came from the



U.S. in 1950 to begin the construction of the
Liahona College. Three more came from New
Zealand. They hoped to augment their
numbers with Tongan craftsmen, but none
were available. There was a labor shortage.

The situation looked black. the crew of
eight could hardly hope to construct a school
within a reasonable time on the scale .
planned. Mission President Evon W.
Huntsman was determined that the project
must go forward. In desperation he called a
group of young Tongan members of the
Church asmissionaries-building missionaries!

They wereto work under the direction
of the skilled craftsmen, learn their tradesand
get the school built. Thiswasthe beginning of
the building missionary that has spread world-
wide.

The idea worked despite the
skepticism of some, and the project moved
ahead. The missionaries learned to make
concrete blocks, lay them up in walls, frame
roofs, hang doors and to perform the many
other skills involved in the construction of
handsome, sturdy buildings.

Inlessthan two years, dormitoriesand
classroom buildings were completed to
accommodate 300 students. Queen Salote
Tupou attended the dedication at which Elder
LeGrand Richards of the Council of the
Twelve officiated.

When the time for the renew of the
lease came, opposition melted away. The
school continued under Church sponsorship.

Within three years, the needs of the
school grew to the extent that a new building
program was started to double its capacity.

Liahona College now isrecognized as
the finest secondary school in Tonga.

-27-

We settled back in our home after our return
from the Misson. | was again selected to serve
as High Councilmaninthe Shelley Stake and was
elected Charman of the Bonneville County
Production and Marketing Association and
worked at the job one year, continuing to lease
the farm to the boys.

Some of our happiest remembrances of our
family life were spent on Fathers and Sons and
Mothers and Daughters Outings, family and
Ward Reunions, which we never missed. We
also enjoyed loading our family in the car, no
meatter how poor the car was, and spending afew
days in Ydlowsone Park. As our family grew,
we had to maketripstwiceayear, aswe couldn't
dl get in the car a one time and had to take
turns. We dl worked hard onthefarmto get the
work caught up, save our pennies, and double
time when we returned home and we had some
pleasure dong with our work. We never felt our
work was heavy, when the resultswere going for
the progress of the Church and the family. We
often wondered, in later years, if the family was
back of usas much aswethought they wereasa
family. At least eachonehastaken hisown road
and program as is thar right. We thought we
were on the right course and ill do, not
withstanding our many weaknesses, and it may
take this life, as wel asalong timein the life to
come, to prove that our plan, though poorly
carried out, was right and in the end bring to the
family the happiness we had hoped for them.

We dso had the privilege of going to the World's
Far in Chicago, Ill. and going back to Detrait,
Michiganin 1940 and brought back a new car
both times we went back East. We enjoyed
vigting many Church Higtoricad places, Nauvoo,
lll, Independence, Mo., Carthage Jail, Liberty
Jl, Adam-ondi-Adam, and other places of



interest.

In June of 1950, | received a phone call from
Presdent Mathew Cowley, asking if we could
come to Sdlt Lake again, asthe First Presidency
wanted to talk with us. We said we would be
glad to and he made an gppointment for Monday
morningin their office. Thiswas Saturday, sowe
had to drive down Sunday. We thought they
might want to ask us something about Tongaand
the school there. President Cowley had just
returned again from vigting the Misson. It did
not take them long to tell uswhat they wanted. It
was to return again to Tonga and Preside over
the Misson. They did tell us that things had
dowed up in Tongaand they were anxiousto get
the schoal built. | told them | would be happy to
return to Tonga, but | knew nothing about
building and wouldn't be ableto accomplish much
inthet line. President McKay said they had sent
Elder Liond Going and wife down to take over
the congtruction work and would cal what help
we needed to supervise the work, when we got
down and talked things over. They asked usto
come down on July 6th to be set apart. They
aso, said that Elder Wilding and family and Elder
Allen Spencer and family were both caled and
were on their way, as Labor Missonaries.

After being set apart, we were soon on our way,
by train to San Francisco and by air to Tonga
President Dunn apparently did not know we
were coming down, so when we arrived, hewas
much surprised when wetold him we came down
to teke his place and he and his family were to
returnhome. Hesent awireto President McKay
asking if he could remain and work on the school
under Elder Going. | don't know what their reply
was, but do know he received atdegram and he
was again on hisway home.
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Elder Going and | had severa meetings and
decided to cdl fifty strong, able bodied members
of the Priesthood quorums, to accept a cal to
work on theschool, until finished and request that
aplumber, acement man, an eectrician, and two
carpenters be caled from Zion. | cdled a
Generd Priesthood mesting and told them | was
acting in accord with the wishes of the First
Presidency and we needed fifty men to volunteer
to work aslabor missonaries. Therewere some
250 members present and when | asked for 50
they dl raised their hands - many were old and
crippled. We sdlected 50 out of the group and
set them apart as Labor Missionaries, to work
until the school was completed. Elders Hansen
and Weiss, from Sdt Lake City and Elders
Clark, Hopata, and Elkington, soon arrived and
each took ten natives and went to work under
Elder Going. They were the firs Work
Missonaries cdled in the Church. Others have
later been cdled in New Zedand, Samoa and
Hawaii Missons. It took about eighteen months
to finish the school and we made plans for its
dedication and notified the First Presidency of
our degires, if they wereready to send one of the
Generd Authorities down to the Mission. They
agreed to our plan and said they would contact
us later, when someone would be down.

We waited about a month and received word to
postpone the dedication, indefinitely, until other
buildings in the Pacific Missons were reedy for
dedication. We were quite disappointed,
especially because the Saints had arranged for
tons of food and programsto be used in the great
dedication of Liahona College.

Just a day or so before we received word to
postpone the dedication, Mom came down with
afever and the doctor said it wasatropica fever
cdled Elephantitis, where the legs and ams



affected, become swollen and was incurable in
the tropics, but would leave her, once she was
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out of thetropics, inacolder climate. | wiredthe
First Presdency about her condition and received
awire to come home on thefirst boat, or plane,
possble. They said they had called Elder
Demont Coombsto go to Tongato teach school,
but were now sending him as the new Misson
President, but not to wait until the new President
arived. | gppointed Elder Ermil Morton, who
had previoudy arived with his family, to be
Principd of the school. We soon got things
ready to turnover to Elder Morton, took thefirst
boat going to Samoa, then Fiji, where we got
plane passageto Hawaii and boat passageto Los
Angeles.

We again, had to say goodbye to our many
Sants and friends. Our work this nineteen
months, went by without much opposition from
the Government and others, so we enjoyed this
misson very much. It was rather hard for us to
leave our second home, as it had become home
to usfor five yearsin our two missons.

In June, 1952, Mother and | were called and set
apart by Presdent Killpack to be Temple
Officaorsintheldaho Fls Temple. InJanuary,
1953, | was called and set apart by President
David O. McKay, to do sedings in the Temple
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for both the living and the dead and we have and
are enjoying these assgnments very much.

In November, 1953 | was cdled by the First
Presdency, to accompany Apostle LeGrande
Richards to Tonga, to dedicate the Liahona
College. Thiswasamost wonderful experience,
traveling nearly Six weeks, in constant association
with Elder Richards. We left Sdt Lake City by
plane and stayed dl night at theMissonHomein
Cdifornia, with Presdent and Sister Gardiner.
We |eft the next day, landing in Honolulu the next
morning, Thanksgiving Day. Weweremet & the
Airport by President Cessell of the Oahu Stake.
They were preparing to hold services in the new
Stake building, which we atended and both had
the pleasure of speaking to those present. We
left shortly after the meeting, landing on the little
idand of Canton, which was a very smdl cord
idand leveled down for an Airport for the USA
Armed Forces during the war. We were there
only one hour and had some refreshments. The
only people on the idand were a few personnd
and caretakers. This was about midnight and
Elder Richards was quite concerned about the
landing on such a smdl idand, by instrument, a
night, but 1 had had the experience of landing
there twice before, when Momand | went down
and returned on our second mission, so | knew
we could do it. Wearrivedin Nadi, Fiji, another
US Air Base built during the Second World War
and is called the Air Cross Roads of the Pacific.
It isabeautiful place. Mother and | have stayed
there before, in the open ar deeping
headquarters. Nadi isabout 32 milesfrom Suva,
which is the Sea Cross Roads of the Pacific.
Thereisabusthat makes atrip twice aday, but
isdow and quite uncomfortableriding. It follows
the shoreline al the way and very twisty. We
were gtting out in front of the hotd waiting for the
bus, when asmall plane camein. | waked over



and asked the pilot if he could take two
passengersto Suva. He said it wasamail plane
and had to make afew stops enroute, but could
take us. He cleared the mail bags out of the two
seats, put our luggage on top of them and we
took the two seats behind the pilot. It looked
mighty smdl in comparison to the large four
engine PWA plane we had been riding from the
States. | asked Elder Richards if he felt safe. |
guess | was relying on the fact that he was an
Apodtle and if he felt safe, | would be dtting
besde him and | would be safe dso. All he
answered was, "l hope s0." We had gone too
far now, to get out, as the plane was moving out
ontherunway. | said aswe left the ground, that
we could be flying over a rough country and for
him to be sure and keep his feet up high, or he
would leave them on some mountain pesk | had
adways wanted to fly over a jungle country and
thisit was, part of theway. 1t wasmost beautiful.
We could seenative villages most of theway and
people by the hundreds, working their smdl
farms, where they grew pineapple, bananas,
coconuts, but mostly sugar cane. Also oxen. All
their farming is dso, done with brahma oxen.
They seemed to stand the heat. We aso, saw
some rice fields dong the route.

We landed on a smdl Airport near Suva and
went by Taxi to the Grand Pacific Hotd. The
next morning, we boarded the Matua for
Nukudofa, Tonga, a thirty-six hour trip, some
800 miles. Aswe entered the harbor, my fourth
time and Elder Richards fird, it was most
beautiful, just between day break and sun up.
Elder Richards told the Sants, laer in
Conference, that he now knew | loved them very
much, as he was afraid | would jump over board
and swim to shore, before they got the boat tied
up and the gang plank down. | will admit, it was
a great thrill to meet Presdent and Sister
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Coombs, the Elders and Saints and friends.One
of the greet thrills of my life, was when we were
taken out to Liahona Plantation. Aswe got out
of thecar, at thefront gate and started to walk up
the wide path, with the students lined up on both
sdes, the band | tried for some time to get
organized beforewe werereleased, played, "We
Thank Thee O God For A Prophet” in honor of
Apogtle Richards and then burst forth with the
Tongan Nationa Anthem. We were roydly
welcomed and entertained by dl, with programs
and big feast. The next day was Conference.
The big auditorium was filled with Queen Sdati,
Prince Tuibelehoke, many other chieftains,
Presdent and Sister Coombs, Officias of the
Tongan Government, Rev. McKay of the Tongan
State Church, Elders, Lady Missonaries, Didtrict
and Branch Officers filling the stage. Elder
Lindsay and the College Choair, sat immediately
in front of the pulpit. Presdent and Sister
Coombs, mysdf, Queen Sdaloti and Apostle
Richards spoke, then Presdent Richards
dedicated the college for the uplifting and
blessings of the Saints. What athrill tome. The
Saints had worked so hard and had made plans
for a grand welcome, in the Tongan custom, in
place of the afternoon sesson of Conference.
Elder Richards asked me some questions about
it. Of coursg, this was dl new to him and
somewhat of a change fromthe Conferenceheld
inZion. | sad, "Elder Richards, it will bregk their
hearts if you refuse their request.” He said, "We
won't do that."

When President Coombs told them, at the close
of the session, they could proceed with their feast
and "katoanga' they were ahappy people. Mats
and braided polos soon began to appear. We
waked around the buildings and grounds and
went to the Principa’s home, Elder and Sister
Morton, wherewe were treated with cocoa, fruit



and cookies. This was cdled an English Tea,
only it was Mormon Cocoa to us, but the
Europeans, the Queen and others enjoyed it.

We were called back to the school about 2:00

PM, to the feed, as we cdl them and what a
sght, especidly for Elder Richards. There were
tons of food - baked pork, fish, beef, yams,

sweet potatoes, taro and fruits of dl kinds. The

afternoon was spent in native songs, dances,

speeches, presentation of giftsto Elder Richards,

Queen Sdoti and mysdf. Then adance a night

and we were taken back to the Misson Home

for our second nights rest.  After breskfast and

muchvigting with the Elders, and Saints, the Sea
Pane came in about noon and we went to the

wharf, where we said "Nafoa' or goodbye, to

hundreds who had gathered from various

branches and school Apostle Legrand Richardsand

EvonW. Huntsmanin Tonga. children, gotinasmal

launchand were taken out to the plane, anchored

about 1/4 mile out and in afew minuteswe were
off for Fiji, leaving Tonga once more, with a
heavy heart, wet eyesfull of gppreciation for the

blessng that had been mine to see Liahona
started, built and dedicated.

This was my firg experience of flying in a sea
plane, but after leaving thewater, you couldn't tell
the difference. We landed back in Suva, Fiji,
after athree hour flight, 800 miles. We spent the
night in the Grand Pecific Hotel and were off for
Samoa, the next morning. This was Fast Day
and had fasted from breakfast, but had crossed
the internationd date lineand lost aday, so when
we arrived in Samoa, it was Saturday and were
met by Presdent and Sister Stone and many
missionaries laboring in Samoa. What surprised
Elder Richards mogt, was the big feast awaiting
us. To him it was Fast Sunday, but he didnt
know we had lost Sunday when we crossed the

-31-

dateline. | told himit was Saturday and he said,
"How do our Seventh Day Adventists friends
explan this?

It was another three hour flight from Hiji to
Samoa. We spent three daysin Samoa, holding
meetings and being entertained by the natives, in
about the same way we were in Tonga. The
school at Pesego was dedicated 6 December,
1953 and aso, three Branch chapels. | wasvery
happy to meet Elder and Sster Going again.
They had finished Liahonain Tongaand had been
cdled to Samoa to the same kind of work they
didin Tonga

We flew from Samoa, back by way of Fiji, to
New Zedand. Aswe landed we were met by
Presdent Ottley. President Ottley handed us a
telegram he had just recaived, informing us that
Apostle Mathew Cowley had passed away,
suddenly. It was a great shock to us and had
been to dl of New Zedand, asthis misson was
where he had spent 6 years as a "boy" , as he
sad of hisfird misson, and later had Presided
over the Misson. He had entwined al of New
Zedand, both Maui and Europeans, around his
heart and likewise his, around theirs. They
requested a full day of mourning ( which is
customary in New Zedand), for Elder Cowley,
which Elder Richards gladly granted.

We spent aweek in New Zealand, held two day
conference in Auckland.  Elder Richards
dedicated anew chapd in Auckland. We went
out to Hamilton, where the new Church College
was under congtruction, visited the place where
later, was chosen for the erection of the New
Zedand Temple, visted a day in Rotorua - the
Yelowstone Park of New Zedand. While in
New Zedand, | met severa Saints from Tonga,
who had moved there ( Jm and ElizaHopetaand



James and Else Elkington), who had both spent
a year with usin Tonga, having been cdled to
Tonga as work missonaries. | had married the
Hopetaswhilewewerein Tonga. After aweek
of pleasure in New Zedland, we left direct for
home, landing in San Francisco, took thetrain to
Salt Lake City where Mom, Paul and LeReah
and children met me at the depot. The next day,
we came home and once again, were happy to
be home with the family in Zion. Thistripwasa
glorious experience and many beautiful contacts
and experiences and friends were enjoyed. We
were awvay a month.

After we had been cdled to serve part timein the
Idaho Falls Temple and retired from farm work,
| had a desire to still keep active and wanted a
part time service job to supplement our income,
| kept my eyes open and in 1954, locd politics
began to show activity, o | decided to step in
and try for the Bonneville County Commissioner's
job from Didtrict # 1, which included dl the west
sde of Snake River, part of 1daho Fals west of
Boulevard and south, taking in Y ork, Cotton and
Taylorsville, to the County line. | filed on the
Democraticticket inthe Primary Election, againgt
Mr. Bennett. | won by some 300 votes, but my
big fight lay ahead of me, in the Generd Election
in November, against Mr. Harold West, my
Republican opponent. He had been a very
popular Commissioner and | could fed by talking
to people, that most of them either told me, or left
the impression that | couldn't win, but decided to
carry on a clean campaign and the result was a
victory of 776 votes, for afour year term.

| have had no oppostion on the Democratic
ticket and won eadly, a 2nd term againgt Mr.
Jack Moair of York area, by some 1500 votes,
for atwo year term. At the end of thisterm, in
1960, | went in again, for athird term, with Vern
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Bitter as my opponent and won by 2380 votes.
| did very little campaigning that year, as | felt
after Sx years, the voters could now judge me
and would ether vote for or agang me,
regardiess of what | said. The work has been
very interesting and beneficid to me. My firg
term, | served with Tom Weeksfrom Digtrict #3
and Cliff Scoresby, Didrict # 2, both
Republicans, in the eection in'56. | wasacarry
over and they ran again, but were defeated by Al
Owens and John Burtenshaw. We have served
together for four years and are now on our next
term, when theirsis up for re-election.

It has been pat of our work to attend

conventions, both State and National. | have
attended conventions in Moscow, Idaho,
Wannathu, Washington, Lewiston, Idaho,

Pocatello, Mack's Inn, Priest Lake, al in Idaho
and National Conventions at Salt Lake City,
Atlanta, Ga,, Portland, Oregon and Miami,
Florida.

In 1958, we decided we would haveto leave the
farm sooner or later, so decided to build us a
new home near the Temple, where we hoped to
gpend more of our time as we grew older. We
purchased alot on"J' Street, two blocks from
the Temple, where we built our new three
bedroom home, with a full basement apartment,
where we are happy and comfortable, in the 7th
Ward of the North Idaho Falls Stake.

Two events that brought us much sorrow, was
the passing of my mother, very peacefully, August
17, 1957, at the age of 86 years. She had
enjoyed good hedth most of her life and was
doing her own work. Three days before her
passing, she was in the Temple, where she had
worked since its opening and done more that
3000 Endowmentsfor the dead. Father cameto



live with us, after mother's death. He a0,
passed away without much suffering, October
27, 1957, at the age of 88. He had been,
crippled quite badly, with Arthritis for a number
of years and for the last few years, he was on
crutches, but carried on his Temple work until
just a few months before he passed away. He
had done 4430 Endowments in the Temple.
They are both buried sde by sdein Shelly, Idaho
Cemetery.

Ther old home place is now owned by the
Ward, as a Welfare Farm. They lived on their
fam for 56 years. The new super Freeway
Highway runs through part of their farm. Great
changes have taken place in many ways in the
one-haf century.

In September, 1961, Mother and |, with A. L.

Owens and wife and John Burtenshaw and wife,

attended a County Commissoners Conventionin
Coeur D'Alene, Idaho. We had agood time and

took a boat trip on the lake, with about 250
County Officids, the last day of the Convention.

When we were going ashore, on a wooden
wharf, Mom caught her shoe in a crack and fell

to her knees. At first we didn't think it was too
serious and |eft for home the next morning, but it

was swollen quite badly. We went to the doctor

and after some X-Rays, we found she had a
broken knee cap and had to wear a cast for

some SiX weeks.

After the great Freeway was built through Dean's
farm, we had purchased from Howard Frogner,
it solit the farm in two and neither section was a
very good farming unit. | wasthrough farming, so
| traded our home place to him and took hisfarm
inthetrade. We figured both places at $600.00
per acre - $60,00.00 for my 100 acres and |
alowed him $48,000.00 for his 80 acres. He
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paid me $12,000.00 cash, the next year and the
deedsweretransferred to each other. | received
$13,000.00 cash and 2-1/2 acres of the
Woodrow Arrington farm, for alittle lessthan 14
acres right of way and severance damage from
the State of 1daho, for the Inter-State Highway
right-of-way. | invested the $25,000.00 in two
new brick homes, built on the farm "northwest
cormner” one for $14,600.00 and one for
$17,000.00, which we rent. | sold 1/2 acre to
Dondd for $600.00, where he built hishome and
1/2 acreto Dee Risesnmany for $1,500.00, where
he built his new home.

1962- | was a candidate again, for another four
year term and won by a good margin, as stated
elsawherein this higory, " Vern Bitters', | acted
as chairman of the board for two years, then
asked one of the other commissioners to take
the chairmanship and nominated A.L. Owensfor
the pogtion. | atended Idaho's Annua
Commissoners and Clerks Convention in
Montpelier, Idaho, and the Nationa Association
of Counties Convention in Denver, Colorado,
during this term. | decided at the end of three
years of service

that ten yearswaslong enoughto serve, so made
plansto retire a the end of thisterm, which | did
and prepared to give more of my timeto Church
Service, which | enjoy very much. | enjoyed the
county work, but | could see with the growth of
the County, the work and responshility was
increesing. | thought it best for al concerned to
step down and let ayounger man teke over. | felt
with my church assgnments, in the Temple and
Ward work, with some attention the farm
needed, | could keep as busy as | wanted to. |
was aso serving on the Stake Sunday School
Board.

We had one of the most heartbresking



experiences of our life, on 17th of March, 1963.
Harold cdled us about midnight and informed us
that our oldest daughter, Ddlila, died suddenly.
She had talked with her mother that day and said
ghe didn't fed well. We thought she wasworking
too hard. We dressed and went down to their
home in Woodville. It was asad experience. The
Dr. and ambulance had been there and taken her
body to the Nalder Mortuary in Shelley, by the
timewe arrived. It was a sad occasion to meet
her family. Our son Dean, who is bishop of the
ward, was aso there. This was the first member
of our family to pass away. Agan, we were so
happy for the truth of the Gospd and the
assurance that we would see her again. Shewas
sedled to us and her husband and children were
sedled to her. Thiswas ared consolation to us
and our family. The funerd wasbeautiful and she
was buried in a nice spot in the Shelley city
cemetery, where her body will rest until her spirit
cdls it foth in the momning of the firg
resurrection. She has been aloving daughter and
wife and mother and had done much good, while
the Lord permitted her to stay with us. She has
aways lived near us, where we saw her nearly

every day.

Mother and | had talked much of vigting Tonga
again and going on ancther misson, if our hedth
permits. When the announcement cameout inthe
local news paper that | was not running again for
County Commissioner, The First Presidency had
just made a request for 600 married couples to
go in to the missonfiddsand help fdlowship the
many converts coming into the church and give
the missonaries the time to prosdyte for
converts. Bishop Keith Callinsread the | etter the
next morning in Priesthood Meeting, from the
First Presidency, pleading for more help from
married couples. As we separated for class
work, Bishop shook hands with me and said"
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Evon how about it". | said " Bishop if my hedth
would permit and you think we should go, I'm
sure Mom and | would be willing to fill another
misson”. He said to tak it over and he would
vigt with us soon, which he did for an hour and
sad if we were willing, he would recommend us
to the Stake President. President Olsen visited us
afew evenings later and after questioning us for
some time, said he would report back to the
Bishop and they would recommend us to the
First Presdency. President Olsen asked usif we
had any preference and we said we would accept
acal anywhere, but loved the Polynesian people,
but would go wherever wewere called. Thiswas
in the summer of 1964. About Sx weeks later,
we received notice that we were cdled to the
South New Zedland mission and asked when we
could be ready to leave. | wrote back, saying my
term as commissoner would be finished the first
of the year and thought it best thet | filled out my
term, but would be ready any time after the first
of theyear. Wewent to Dr. Hatch and Dr. Higgs
and they both thought our hedth was good
enough to go, if we would watch oursdves.
Sometime later, we received our assgnment to
enter the misson home on January 4th,1965. It
was a new experience for us. There was no
misson home when | went on my first misson
and we were not required to attend when we
were caled to Preside in Tonga.

We enjoyed the week very much and left for
New Zedand on January 11th, 1965, by plane.
We changed to a jet plane in San Francisco,
ariving in Honolulu, about mid-night, Fji, about
day-lignt and Oakland, about 9 o'clock,
Widlington, our misson head quarters, a 11 the
same day. It took us less than 24 hours of flying
time from Sdt Lake City to Wellington, New
Zedand. George and Jane Rissnmay met us in
San Francisco for a short vist, which we



appreciated. They werevigting there & thetime.
We gtayed with Paul and LaResh while in Sdt
Lake and were not in the misson home. They
took us to the airport. Presdent and Sister
Boyack and some eders met us a the airport in
Wadlington, to greet us. We spent the afternoon
in the misson home. Receved our officid
assgnment from President Boyack to [abor inthe
city Invercargill on the Southern tip of the south
idand of New Zedand. Elder and Sigter William
Garret, who were specid assstantsto Presdent
Boyack, met usat the planein Chrigt Church and
accompanied us to Invercargill, by plane.
Invercargill is less than 3,000 miles from the
South Pole. It was very cold and windy. Heated
gpartmentsare not in New Zealand and wewere
three daysfinding usaplaceto live. The best we
could find was at # 6 Alice Street, but it only had
a smal gas cook stove and a smal fire place.
Winter was coming on down there and it was
very damp and cold. We were in a branch of
about 260 members scattered from as far away
as 50 miles. The Church was building a nice
chapel there, but the branch was badly divided
into some three groups and the building was
amog to astanddtill. We got busy and visted the
sants as fagt as we could find them and with the
four prosdyting elders stationed there, we got
things moving again. The chapd was completed
in March. We got the Branch reorganized and
got the Reief Society, Primary and M.L.A.
organized, reorganized the Sunday Schoadl.
Presdent and Sister Boyack came down and
held a conference in the Branch, brought Elder
and Sister Garrett with them. We held a nice
conference. Our health was not too good and we
were called to Christ Church for a conference
with Elder LaGrand Richards, dong with about
50 elders laboring on the South I1dand. Elder
Richards interviewed Mom and | and advised
Presdent Boyack to release us. We returned to
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Invercargill about 400 miles from Christ Church,
where we were as busy as we could be. We
received a letter from the President that he had
decided to release us. We started our journey
back to our home and loved ones. Wevisited the
Temple in New Zedland, spent a short time in
Oakland, New Zealand, where we had many
friends and saints from Tonga. We had planned
on vigting Tonga on our way home, but the
brethren advised us to go home as soon as we
could. We did arrange for athree day stop-over
in Hawaii, where we vidted the Temple in Lae
and the college there, where we met severa of
the students and saints from Tonga, who had
moved there. We spent a few days in Vida,
Cdifornia, with Mike and Bertha, then Paul and
LaReah and family, then home by plane, where
we were met by members of our family and
friends at the Air Port, here. We had rented our
home when we left to President and Siter Arvie,
who had been serving as Misson Presdent in
Canada and who isnow President of the Temple
here in Idaho Fdls. They gladly moved and we
vigted with our family for aweek beforethey got
moved. Our mission was shorter than wewanted
it to be, but we tried to do as much as we could
in the short time we were there, nearly six
months.

My health improved faster than Mom's and |
have been back in the Temple as a sedling
officiator for some six months and Mom's hedlth
has improved and she was set gpart again to
officiate in the Temple about a month ago.

As we try to write our history, we remember
some of our outstanding experiences, but forget
to mention the experiences and joy we have had
al through our lives with our families and friends
and our every day activitiesin the church and our
dally labors, that we forget and are so many that



it would take volumes to record it on paper, but
it makes up a part of our lives. We have been
quite busy in the Temple and keep our home and
yard clean and enjoy a smdl garden, lawn,
flowers. | enjoy going fishing with many of my
brethren who work inthe Temple, but | never go
on the days and evenings we are assgned to the
temple.

Mother had a heart attack the first part of
September,1966 and was in the Hospitd ten
days and they found she had some gall bladder
trouble. She improved dowly the firs month a
home and was able to take care of our home.
She returned to her work in the Temple after
about six month leave of absence.

We got a few days off from our Temple work
and took Delos and Nona, Dean and Dorothy to
vigt the Canadian Temple. We enjoyed our vist
up there very much. It wastheir first trip up there,
but it was our second vist to that Temple. We
came back through the Glacier Nationd Park and
stopped to see an old missionary companion of
mine, while | was on my first mission in 1912-
1915, Elder and sster Earl Bettie.

| had fet a little tired when we got back, but
Delos and Dean done most of the driving. We
cane home Saturday evening and went to
Priesthood, Sunday School and Sacrament

Mesting in the evening, as usud. | was
removing my coa when apan hit mein the chest
and Mom cdled Dr. Hatch. He said to take me
to the hospital and he met us there. Dean, Max,
Reed, Don and Newe were dl there soon after.
The Dr. said it was a heart attack, so | spent ten
days there. LaReah came from Utah. This was
my first night spent in the Hospitd. | got dong
very well, after the first few days. We are both
feding good, considering our age, so they say.
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We haveto act our agefor our condition and get
dong dright. The April, 1967 conference and
missonary reunion was the first we have missed
since the reunion was organized years ago.

This is April 13th, 1968 and we just returned
from Salt Lake, where we attended our reunion
and vigted with Paul and LaResh and family and
took in conference over the T.V. | drove the car
down and back and got dong very well. We
have been interested, dl winter, in anew chaped
inWoodvilleward, where Dean is Bishop for the
past 5 years. It is the fourth ward chapel built
there that | have seen erected there. | am happy
to know that we have been happy and interested
and have done our best to help with cash and
labor in their erection. The first was in 1906,
when | was dill aboy. | and my Dad plowed the
firg furrow in the digging the basement of theold
church house across the street west of the new
church, which is built on the east Sde of the
street, where the old school house used to stand.
The extension on the north was built while we
were on one of our missons, but was home
before it was completed and was living back in
our home when Apostle Matthew Cowley came
to the Shelley Stake Conference and came over
and dedicated it. Elder and Sister Cowley and
members of the Stake Presidency ate dinner with
us.

While Elder Cowley was presiding over the New
Zedand Misson, during the second world war,
they adopted a little Maori by the name of
Tonnie. Elder Cowley told Mom and I, after he
had been chosen as a Generd Authority of the
Church, if he had of known he was going to be
cdled as a member of the Twelve Apostle, he
would not have brought the boy to America
They traveled a lot for the Church and had no
one to look after him. We asked them to send



him up with us on the farm, where he could have
plenty of room and play with our boyswho were
older than Tonnie. He adjusted very wall,
athough we did not know how we were going to
meet al the problems he got into. He stayed with
us three months. We attended Genera
Conference the next spring and talked to Elder
Cowley, who had been chosen as President over
the South Pacific Missons, including China and
Jgpan and was cdled to vist them, which would
take about two monthsand did not know what to
do with Tonnie. Wetold him to send him back to
Idaho and we would be glad to take care of him.
He amiled at us and said " Brother and Sister
Huntsman, you are the first ones who ever took
Tonnieinto their home, that ever said you would
take him again”, but we knew he was happy to
send him up. We think it was a red blessng to
help an Apostle make his vidts and not have to
worry about Tonnie. After they returned home,
they came up to get Tonnie and Sayed dl night
with us on their way to a Stake Conference in
Wyoming and that was the last time | saw
Apostle Cowley. He passed away while Elder
LaGrand Richardsand | were making our visit to
the South Idand Missions. Mom attended his
funera servicesin Sdt Lake City. It was a great
blessing to have him vist our misson twicewhile
wewere presding over theMissionin Tongaand
inour hometwicein ldaho aswell ashaving been
in hishometwicein Sdt Lake.

| was told by a member of the Temple
Presidency, when | sarted to sed the living and
the dead in the Temple, that he hadn't kept a
record of the number of sedings he had
preformed and | did not do the same, but | have
sometimeswished that | had. | have sort of taken
an average of my sedlings for the past fifteen
years | have been sedling and come up with a
round figure of fifty five thousand parents seded
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and with an average family of six children, | think
about three hundred and thirty thousand children
seded to their parents.

(This wasthe last Recorded Hitory writting
by Evon Wesdey Huntsman. His last
recorded record, wasaround theend of 1968.
He died from heart congestion, peacefully,
May 16th, 1971 at the age of 79. His last
three years were spent, up to three days
before he died, working in the Temple, of
which he loved the work dearly. It also
includedgar dening and fishing with hismany
friends.)

MY PRAYER

Teach methat sixty minutes make an
hour, Sxteen ounces a pound and one
hundred centsa dollar sothat | canlie
down at night with a clear conscience
and undaunted by the facts of those to
whom | have brought pain . Grant
that | may earn my meal ticket on the
square and in earning it | may do
unto others as | would have others do
unto me. Deafen me to the tingle of
tainted money. Blind me to the faults
of others and reveal to me my own.
Guide me so that each night when |
look across the table at my family who
have been a blessing to me | will have
nothing to conceal. Keep me young



enough to laugh with the children and
sympathetic to be considerate of the
aged.

This Prayer was found among the
possessions of Evon Wedey Huntsman after
his death. Author is unknown but it is
certainly how hetriedto live hislife. | know
no one of his Posterity or his Friends that
would not sotestify. He certainly wasalight
tousall.
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